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On motion by the 'Colonial Secretary
debate adjourned,

BILL-INDUSTRIEoS ASSISTANCE.
Assembly's Message.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that it did not concur in the
views expressed in the Council's Message
No. 32 as to the procedure in regard to
the Industries Assistance Bill, but that
in view of the inquiry noew being held by
a joint select committee, it had consented
to reconsider its previous Message and
had made the Council's requested amend-
ments to the Bill.

In Committee, etcetera.
Resumed from 2nd February. Hon. W.

Kingsmill in the Chair; the Colonial Sec-
retary in charge of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: As a matter of fact,
there is no occasion to consider the Mes-
sage in Committee; but we reported pro-
gress on the Title of thle Bill, and ob-
tained leave to sit again on receipt of
a Mfessage from the Assembly.

Titic--agreed to.
Bill reported, and the report adopted.
Read a third time avnd passed.

BILL-LU1NACY ACT AMEND-
MENT.

21ssembly's Message-Conference of
Managers.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that it agreed to a conference
respecting the Bill, and had appointed
as managers Ron. T. Walker, Hon. R. H.
LUnderwood, and Mr. Smith.
Sitting suspended from 6.10 to 7.30 p.m.

.Conference Mana get's Report.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. Mi. Drew-Central) [7.30]: I have to
inform the House that the managers ap-
pointed by the Council have reported
that they have met the managers ap-
pointed by the Legislative Assembly for
the consideration of the difficulties be-
tween thle two Chambers, and that they
have agreed to accept the Assembly's

amendment as originally made, and to
waive tbe Council's modifications there-
to. I move-

That the report be adopted.
Question passed; -report adopted.

AI)JOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (HoD.

3. 1M. Drew-Central) [7.31]: 1 move--
That the House at its rising adjourn

until Tuesday next.
Question passed.

House adjourned at 7.32 p.m.
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By the Minister for Agriculture:
Further papers re prosecution of Joyce
Bros.-Return to order of the House
dated 10th February.

QUESTION - WHEAT PURCHASES
BY GRAIN AND FOODSTUFF
BOARD.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice)
asked the Premier: 1, (a) Is the Pre-
mier aware that farmers have sold their
wheat to the Foodstuff Board, and that,
although the board has had possession of
wheat for a fortnight, no payment has
been made? (b,) Also that buyers for
the board are informing farmers that
they will be fortunate if they get paid
within three months? (e) Wilt the Pre-
mier make a statement as to (1) Reasons
for delay in payment, (2) Mode of pay-
ment, and whether farmers can expect
prompt payment from the hoard?

The PREMIER replbed: 1, (a) No.
As ad vices; are received regarding the
acquisition of wheat the accounts are
passed, provided they are unencumbered.
The board sits every day, thus accounts
are passed daily. (b) No. (c) As far as
the Government are concerned there is
no delay in paLyment; consequently there
is no reason for a statement regarding the
causes of delay. (2) The mode of pay-
ment is by Treasury order made payable
to the farmer or his order. These orders
are honoured by any of the banks at the
principal centres. in the same way as
crossed cheques. Payment is made im-
mediately on receipt of advice from the
agents that the farmer has delivered the
wheat. The board is prompt in its pay-
inents.

QUESTION-EDUCATION, -MANUAL
TRAINING, A'ND HOUSEHOLD
MANAGEMENT.

Mr. S"MITH asked the Minister for
Edlucation: 1, Is there an inspector and
organiser of manual training in the Edu-
cation Department? 2, If so, (a) what
salary is attached to the position, and (b)
is the officer concerned capable of carry-
ing out his work, without the assistance

of the senior inspectors? 3, Is there an
inspector and organ iser of household
management in the Education Depart-
met? 4, If so, (a) what salary is at-
tached to the position, and (b) is the
officer concerned capable of carrying out
her work, without the assistance of the
senior inspectors? 5, Are the senior in-
spectors experts in manual training and
in household management?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied:- 1, Yes. 2, (a) £450. (b) Yes,
but where the arrangements for his work
are inter-connected with those of the
ordinary school staff, over which he has
no authority, a senior inspector controls.
The senior inspector does not assist in
carrying out the special work of the In-
spector of Manual Training, but does
what is necessary in the way of organ-
isation to bring the special work into
harmony with the rest of the system. 3,
Yes. 4, (a) £240. (b) Yes, but where
the arrangements for her work are inter-
connected with those of the ordinary
school staff, over which she has no auth-
ority, a senior inspector controls. The
senior inspector does not assist in carry-
ing out the special work of the Inspector
of Household Management, but does
what is necessary in the way of organisa-
tion to bring the special work into har-
mony with the rest of the system. 5,
No.

QUESTION - MINING, CRUSHING
FACILITIES.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Minister for
Mines: J, Has his attention been drawn
to the necessity for crushing facilities at
MNanxman and Golden Valley and south
of Parkes Range? 2, Does he intend to
erect public batteries at these places, and,
if so, when? 3, If not, what assistance
will be given to prospectors in the dis-
tricts named to obtain such facilities?

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The Inspector 6f
Mines was recently instructed to make
another report on crushing facilities for
this district, and after its receipt the
quest ion of what crushing facilities are
justified and what it is practicable to
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provide, will be decided. 3, Answered by
No. 2.

QUESTION-LAND SELECTION,
RAYENSTRORPE.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Mlinister for
Lands: 1, Is it intended to throw open
for selection lands recently surveyed in
the Ravensthorpe district? 2, If so,
when7 3, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Some will be gazetted
next week; the remainder after the ex-
piration of the necessary three months'
notice to pastoral lessees, 3, Answered
by No, 2.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL DI-
TRESS AND RAILAGE REDUC-
TIONS.

Mr. THOMSON asked the MKinierter
for Railways: Is it the intention of the
Government, in view of the dimeicties.
being faced by the farners of the State,
to-(a) abolish the tenninal charge of
Is. per ton on district railways: (b)
reduce the freights on manure to the old
rate; (c) reduce the freight on ngriciil-
tnrat machinery; and (d) grant a re-
fund of at least half of the amoun't paid
in freight on Ploughs purchased from
the State Implement Works, andi :soj
correct the charge of 016 Ss. 4d., paid.
in some instances, for an implement
weighing 3flewt. ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: (a), (b), (c), and (d), 'No.

QUESTION-LIQUOR LICENSE,
REMOVAL.

TMr. SMITH asked the Attorney flean-
eral: 1, By which magistrates and on
what grounds was the removat Of GOT-
don's wine and beer license to the corner
of William and Murray streets granted?
2, Is it possible under the present Act
for licenses to be transferred from
building to building without the formal-
ity of applying in open courti

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, No removal was effected. The licensed

premises were enlarged by the Perth Li-
censing Bench under Section 93. The
grounds submitted to the bench were,
better facilities and closer proximity to
the cellar. 2, No.

QUESTION-RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TIoN, BROOKTON-KU7NJINN.

Mr. ICKMOTT asked the Minister
for Works:, Can he give the exact date
when the IBrookton-Kunjinn Railway will
be handed over to the working railways?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: No, owing to washaways having
occurred on this line. The Working Rail-
ways have ben notified that their in-
spection can be made on the 2nd March,
and it is probable that the line will be
handed over almlost immediately after-
wards.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. BOLTON leave of

absence for two weeks granted to Mr.
Price on the ground of urgent -private
business.

On motions by Mr. 'MALE leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Gil-
christ and to Mr. George on the grounds,
respectively, of urgent private business
and of ill-health.

H[LILS (3): RETURNED FROM THlE
COUNC IL.

1, Coal M,\ines, Regulation Act Amend-
mciili.

2, U1idland JTunction Trades Hall.
23, State Children Act Anmendmnent.
WiI bout amendment.

I1 LaLrl2\l) US TRlIES ASSISTANCE.
Council's M1essage-M1oney Bills

Procedure,
Messagoe from the Council received, as

follo-ws -The Legislative Council ae-
qjuaints the Legislative Assembly, in re-
ply to Message No. 32, relating to the
iiidiistries, Assistance Bill, that, disre-
garding for the moment its undoubted
right under the Constitution to press or
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rep~eat requests for amendments to
Money Bills, it desires to (lireet the atten-
tion of the Legislative Assembly to the
fact that thle Bil in question, as it does.
not contain any clause appropriating
aily part of tile Consolidated Revenue, or
imposing taxation, cannot be considered
as coming under the provisions of Sec-
tions 66 and 67 of (lhe Constitution Act,
1889, and therefore is not subject to the
conditions of Section 46 of the Constitu-
tion Act Amendment Act, 1899. Indeed,
so far from containing such a proposal,
Clause No. 25 of the Bill explicitly
states that any expenditure under this
measure shall be made the subject of
legislation appropriating the necessary
funds at some future date. It is worthy
of note also that if, as appears probable,
such expenditure is to be made from
Loan Funds, it is clear from Section
66 of the Constitution Act, 1.889, that the
measure authorising the same could not
be considered a Money Bill. Under the
eirenmstances. the Legislative Council re-
quests the Legislative Assembly to give
further consideration to its Message No.
27."p

Mr. SPEAKER [4.44] The subject
matter of this Message is so unusual as to
demand some remarks from the Chair, 1
have, accordingly, prepared at statement,
which I shall read to thie House. The
statement is somewhat lengthy, but in
the circumnstances necessarily so; and I
hope lion, members will forbear while
It read it. Briefly, the 'Message claims
that the Industries Assistance Bill
has been wrongly dealt with under
Section 46 of. the Constitution Act
Amendment Act, 1899, because that sec-
tion deals only with Bills which must
by law originate in the Legislative As-
sembly. The basis of the claim is that
the words "by law" signify Sections 66
and 67 of the Constitution Act, 11989,
which do not provide for Bills, of this
kind. It must be noted that the error, if
any, has been made by the Council. There
was no direction by the Assembly to em-
ploy the procedure of Section 46. The
Clerk's certificate stated that its pur-
poses had been recommended by flis
Excellencyv the Governor, and this of

cOUrSe was tile case. The purpose of the
Bill is to provide seed wheat for the
farnners and assistance to other rndus-
tries, and Clautse 25 of the Bill is a proof
that these are to be provided at the pub-
lie charge, Such a scheme, in accordance
with a most important principle of the
British Constitution and the regular prac-
tice of this Parliament, can only be orig-
inated by the Government and in the
Assembly, the Governor's recommenda-
tion being the formal signification of that
initiation. It is not, at least in this
Message, contended that private memn-
hers iii either House should have the
right-obviously most undesirable-of
initiating such Bills, but rather that the
principle, however salutary, however es-
sentially a part of the British Constitui-
tion, is not included in our Constitution
Act and is, therefore, not law within the
meaning of Section 46, which deals with
Bills which must by law originate in the
Legislative Assembly. Now to disprove
the Council's claim that it has committed
an error in dealing with the Bill under
Section 46 it will be necessary to establish
three propositions :-1. That there is Jaw
ini the Constitution beyond what is found
in our Constitution Act and its amend-
ments. 2. That such law directs Bills
involving public expenditure to originate
in the Assembly, although they do not
make any actual appropriation. 3. That
the Industries Assistance Bill involves
puIblic expenditure. Now as to the first,
it would be easy to quote many expres-
sions of opinion by constitutional writers
to the effect that we and other States and
Colonies are subject to many ru"les and
principles which are not included in our
Constitution Acts and that these Acts are
not in the true sense written Constitu-
tions, but extracts from the law prevail-
ing in all British communities. The fol-
lowing passage from Keith's Responsible
Government in thse Dominions is to th
point-

It was one of the theses of the dis-
tinguished Victorian Chief Justice
Higginbotham that Responsible Gov-
ernment in the Colonies differed from
that Government in England by reason
of its being derived from the statute
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law and not as in England from the
common law. The statement was based
on a study of the Constitution Act of
Victoria, and lie admitted with desir-
able candour that the purpose of Re-
sponsible Government was merely
rudely expressed therein.

Keith goes on to state that the Chief
Justice, if he had studied the introduction
of Responsible Government in Canada,
might have modified his conelusions vecry
materially. Again, Sir 11 Senkyns in
British Rule and Jurisdietion beyond the
Seas, page Y1f, says-

Much therefore that is at the very
root of the Constitutions of our self-
governing Colonies is unwritten.

Todd also (Parliamentary Governmwent
in the Colonies, 2nd edition, page 70S1
cites a decision of the law officers of the
Crown in England on a dispute in New
Zealand, which clearly shows that there
is a recognised constitutional law beyond
the Constitution Act. Many more in-
stances might be given, and two examples
are found in our own Constitution
Act. No one can deny the law
that taxation van only be imposed
on the recommendation of the Crown;
yet our Act makes no mention of
it. In 1,993 our present Section 46,
giving the right to request amendments in
Money Bills, was inserted; clearly show-
ing that the Council was debarred by law
from amending such Bills, though there
Was no0 Such provision in the Act. It
can not then be denied that there is a law
in constitutional matters beyond what is
expressed in the Constitution Act, and it
must be remembered that the wvords used
in Section 46 to qualify "munst originate
in the Assembly" are not "by statute,"
or "tugder the prneipal Act," but "by
law., For the second proposition Todd
(ParU?. Gout., Vol. 2, page 183) traces the
causes which led to the passing of Stand-
ing Order 66 of the House of Commons
in 1866, namely-

This House will receive no petition
for any sum -relating to public service,
or proceed upon any motion for a grant
or charge upon the public revenue,
whether payable out of the consolidated
fund or out of money to he provided

by Parliament, unless recommenided
from the ('rown.

He sums upi these causes in the following
words-

So long as private members are per-
mitted to initiate measures wvhich in-
volve the expenditure of public money
without the previous consent of thle
Crown, it would be in v-ainm to expect
an economical administration of the
public funds.

This law has always been observed in this
Parliament, and the known exceptioni of
abstract motion--, in vague aiid indetfinite
terms is a Zproof of its recognition. The
third proposition-that this Bill involves
the expenditure otf public funds--needs
no demonistration. We cannot then admit
the error whichi the Council claim to have
made, unless we deny the name of law to
a. principlec which ;A c in common with
other Parliaments recognise as binding.
Trhough this House has shown by the alp-
pointmnent of the committee now sitting
that it is dissatisfied with the present sys-
tern of dealing with Money Bills, it would
not, if it could, abandon the important
principle that expenditure should not be
initiated except in the Assembly and by
the Ministers who have charge of the
finances. Nor would such a change settle
the points now in dispute. There are
grounds indeed for thinking that discrim-
ination might be shown between different
classes of Money Bills, and that the pro-
hibit ion, necessary under Section 46, of
the amendment by the Council of non-
financial clauses in partly financial Bilk
is not only repugnant to the practice of
the Imperial and Federal Parliaments, but
also ant undesirable restriction on the
power to eompromise. But that question
must be left for the present to the joint
committee now sitting and -which has
heen sitting during the currency of this
session. I have not so far referred to the
concluding portion of the Council's; MNes-
sage, because the point raised in it is
equally settled by the rule stated in the
Standing Order I have quoted. I cannot.
however, refrain from saying that the con-
tention that a private member may not in-
troduce a Bill for the appropriation of
C-i from revenue, hut may do so for that
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of £5,000,000 from Loan Fund, is so oh-
viously preposterous as to he convincing
evidence that the bare letter of the Con-
stitution Act cannot be the sole guide to
our proceedings in this House. I deem
it necessary to make this statement in
v-iew of the unusual character of the Mes-
sage from the Council. Now that I have
made the statement, setting forth the
views of thle Chair onl the matter, f wil
leave the measure to the further consi-
deration of the House.

The MINISTER. FOR LANDS IHon.
AV. 1). Johinson-Gildford) [4.52] : 1
move-

Thdat this Jlouse, while endorsing the
ruling of Mr. Speaker on the point
raised by the Legislative Council is will-
ing, in view of the pending inquiries of
the joint select committee into the pro-
cedure onr Money Bills, and of the fact
that the points in dispute only concern
the non-financial clauses of the Bill, to
-reconsider its Mlessage No. 32.

1 do njot desire to make any further com-
ments. In view of thle statement made by
the Speaker I think we can welt leave
the matter until after the joint select
connuittee has reported.

Mr. TAYLOR (MAt. Margaret) [4.53]:
We should let it be clearly understood
that we accept the motion submitted by
the Minister for lands on the round of
tile importance of the measure.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And that it is not
lie financial clauses we are considering.

Mr. TAYLOR: Bat the importance of
the measure is the chief consideration. If
we do not accept the position the Bill may
be lost.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We endorse the
roling of the Speaker.

Mr. TAYLOR: But we are down on
our stomachs to the Council, all the same.

Question put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.

W. D. Johnson)-Ouihdford E4.55]: I
move-

That the House do now resolve it-
self into a Committee of the Whole to
consider Message No. 27' from the Leg-
islat ive Council, and that the Commit-

tee have leave to consider the requests
contained therein.
Question passed.

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Miin-

ister for Lands in charge of the Bill.
No. 9.-Clause 29: Add the following

suib-clauses:-(3) All regulations so
mnade--(a) shall be published in the Gov-
ernmnent Gazette; (b) shall be laid be-
fore both Houses of Parliament within
fourteen days after such publication if
Parliament is in session, and if not, then
within founteen days after the commence-
ment of the next session; (4) If either
House of Parliament passes a resolution
disallowing any suchi regulation, of which
resolution notice has been given at any
time within fourteen sitting days of
such H-ouse after such regulation has
been laid before it, such regulation shalt
thereuLpon cease to have effect, but with-
cut affecting the validity, or curing the
invalidity, of anything done, or the omis-
sion of anything in the meantime. This
subsection shall apply notwithstanding
that the said fourteen days or soxe of
them do not occur in the same session of
Parliatment as that in which the regula-
tion is laid before it:

The MITNISTER FOR LANDS:- The
Council repeats its request for amend-
ment No. 9, which deals with the vexed
question of the making of regulations.
The repeated request is that it should be
competent for either House of Parlia-
ment to disallow regulations. I propose
to ask the Committee to agree to this
amendment. I wish to point out that the
wording used with regard to the making
or disallowance of regulations is alto-
gether different from 'what has been the
custom in this chamber. Similar word-
ing appears, however, in the Grain and
Food Stuff Bill. It was included in
another place and is altogether dissim-
ilar to what has been the custom here.
How the wording got into the clause I
cannot say, hut it passed this Chamber.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was in the
original Bill.

The MINSTER FOR LANDS: That
is so. It was placed there by the Par-
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liamentary Draftsman, and I venture the
opinion that it was not noticed by mem-
bers that the warding regarding the mak-
ing and dissallowance of regulations was
altogether different from that usually
used in Bills of this description, ani dif-
ferent from the custom of this and an-
other place. Another place has taken its
wording from the Grain and Food Stuff
Bill and placed it in the Industries As,-
sistance Bill. It is not likely 'we wvill
adopt similar wording in future Bills. It
has been adopted in this case only be-
cause we are anxious to get the Bill
through. The matter is important, and
delay now would cause great disorganisa-
tion throughout the agicultural indus-
try. Already the Bo6ard is being abused
on account of delay, but the Board is not
to blame, When I saw there was a like-
lihood of this Bill being altered I instruc-
ted the Board not to give any definite
assurances as to what the Government
would do. If the Bill was going to be
interfered with we could not anticipate.
There-fore -I instructed the Board not to
do anything of a definite character until
the Bill had been passed. I make this
explanation as I wish to place the re-
sponsibility for delay on the shoulders
that should properly carry it, and not
on the shoulders of the Board. The fact
that there has been complaint about de-
lay shows the urgency of the mneasuire.
Seeding must start shortly; consequent-
ly we want to get the Bitt through at
the earliest possible moment so as to
know what our powers arc.

M1r. James Gardiner: I had 36 letters
yesterday asking the very question you
are now referring to.

The MIINISTER FOR LANDS: I
wvant the House to adopt the modification
for the reason given, amd to add it is
quite unlikely we shall ask the House to
adopt similar regulations in the future.
I beg to move-

That thle amendment be made.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Whilst I

quite appreciate the Minister's position,
I am not altogether satisfied with the e-
planation which he has given to the
House. My opinion all along has been
that regulations have the force of law

after having lain on the table for a cer-
tain number of days. Having been on
the table the regulations have receivod
the sanction -of both Houses, but until
they have received such sanction of both
Houses they should not have the force
of law. Hf the sanction of bothi Houses%
were not iieccssary any Government with
a majority behind it could always en-
force its regulations.

The Premier: But all regulations must
be in accordance with the Act.

Hon. FRANK WVILSON: But one
House could prevent regulations becomi-
ing law,' even thongh they were in ac-
cordance with the Act. If regulations
framed in conformity with the law are
passed I do not think either House of
Parliament would disallowv them. It idi
oly when some injustice may be done
to the other people that either House of
Parliament is likely to reject regula-
tions. That has been my experience
over the past 17 years. Whilst I com-
mend the ALt'nister for having agreed to
pass this amendment now, I take excep-
tion to the statement that on future oc-
casions the Government will not permit
the adoption of the special wording of the
t- '-- dealing with regulations. In this
cage, 'ording is precisely the same
as in the and Foodstuff Bill as
brought down "Q'- Government. I
also disagree with thle - Lifister's reading
of the responsibility for delay. Neither
another place nor the board is entitled
to take any blame for delay; the respon-
sib ility is on the Government.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
muent made.

No. 1.-Strike out the wvords "'Decem-
bpr, 1915," and insert "March, 1916"1:

The MINI,'STER FOR, LANDS: With
regard to the question of the limitation
of the Act it was proposed previously
that it be limited to 15th December, 1915.
That was disagreed to by this Chamber
and the Council now rcquest a modifica-
tion that the Act be limited to the end
of 'March, 1916. In connection with this
amendment I want to point out that the
amendment limnits not Section 9 but the
Act itself, and proposes putting a pro-
v'iso to a section which would limit the
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scope of the Act, and not of theseto
Only.

Hon. J. D. Conno~y: Was it the in-
tention of another place to limit the Act?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
was the intention. I think it would be
wrong to put a limitation in a section
when it is to apply to the Act. If
Clause 24 is referred to it will be seen
that provision is made tinder that sec-
tion for certain advances to industries
other than agriculture. That section
would he without limitation, whereas the
proviso proposed to be added to Clause
9 limits not only that clause but also
Clause No. 24. In my opinion the proviso
should he inserted in the form of a sep-
arate clause at the end of the measure.
I would like to ask the ruling of the
Chairman whether it would be com-
petent for us to agree to this modifica-
tion with a suggestion that it ha inserted
in the Bill as a separate clause. If,
however, that is going to complicate mat-
ters we will have to let it go.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Would it in-
validate the measure?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not
at all. The leader of the Opposition will
realise that this clause, if read by those
outside, would be misleading. -Under
Clause 24 persons engaged in other in-
dustries than agriculture would take the
impression that there was no limitation,
whereas there would be a limitation un-
der Clause 9. I should like a ruling
from the Chair if it is competent for us
to suggest the putting in of a clause of
this nature at the end.

The CHAIRJMAN: Members of an-
other place probably knew what was re-
quired when the amendment was passed.
I see nothing to prevent the amendment
being put in.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Per-
haps; it may complicate matters, and we
cannot take any risks. I beg to move-

That the amendment as modified be
made.
Mr. TAYLOR: I am satisfied that the

members of another place knew exactly
what they were doing. They intend by
this amendment to limit the operations
of the Bill to March, 1916.

Ifon. Frank Wilson: The Minister
admits that.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Bill gives power
to the Government to assist other indus-
tries than the farming industry, but
another place is of opinion that the
farming industry will not need this Bill
fronm the ])oint of view of assistance after
March 1916, and they say that no other
industry in the State shall receive any
Sup port from the Government. This is
an unfair condition to impose. There are
other industries going on in the State
that the Government uinder this Bill
should be able to assist legally and
Iegitimately and which are fully and
justly entitled to suich assistance. Why
limit the operations of the Bill and re-
move from the Government power to
assist other industries after Mlarch? Be-
cause the farmers have all they need or
desire they have used their power to set
the State as much as possible against
any other industry.

H-on. J. D, Connolly: To wvhat indus-
tries do you refer?

Mr. TAYLOR: To the timber, and the
mining industry particularly, and any
other industry that the Government may
desire to assist.

The Pretmier: This Bill will not stop
us from giving assistance to other indus-
tries. 1 will assist those industries if
necessary, irrespective of the limits of
this Bill and will trust to Parliament to
support me.

ilr. TAYLOR: It is not fair for an.
other place to take up this attitude or to
place the Premier in this position. I
object to another place making use of
this Chamber hy causing then to accept
their conditions, because of the urgent
necessity for this Bill for the assistance
of the farming industry. I am not going
to allow them to make use of the
straitened cireninstuces iii which the
farmers now find themselves, in order to
bring this Chamber arid the Government
to their knees. The democracy of this
country has fought these conditions for
many years, but because of the neces-
sities of (lie farmers we have to yield to
conditions which we would not yield to in
other circumstances. Did -we yield to the
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other House when they pressed amend-
ments on the Mlines Regulation Bill? No6.
Is there any desire on the part of this
Chamber to forego its privilegesl No!
But we forego our privileges in order
that the farmers may receive support
from the Government. I desire to enter
my protest against this class of legisla-
tion.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: All
this has already been said and it cant
serve no good purpose to repeat it, see-
Th that we want to get through with
this Session. Before this Bill was passed
we had already given assistance to the
mining industry, and if it becomes ur-
gently necessary to give it again, we will
do so and trust to Parliament to uphold
us. The hon, member for Northamn said
definitely that be was limiting the time
to March because of the assistance to
other industries. If the necesity arises
we cant help other industries despite an-
other place.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
want to delay the passage of this Bill,
but I do wish to put bon, members right
with regard to this class of legislation.
This is emergency legislation, and it has
been introduced to meet a peculiar pued-
tion which has arisen owing to failure of
Our wheat crop and owing to the -wax.
We say it must be limited in extent, and
that we are not legislating for all time.
If it is suggested that we should have
legislation to stand on the Statute-book
for the purpose of assisting industries
for all time. I submit that it shouild be
introduced in the form of a separate
measure.

The Minister for Mines: We have
legislation which is equal to it in normal
times.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We have
never previously required legislation of
this sort. We have assisted the mining
industry to the extent of over a million
of money, and we have assisted the agri-
cultural industry under the Agricultural
Development vote.

Mr. Taylor: Which does not go as far
as this.

The Minister for Mines: It is not de-
sirable that it should.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The reason
for the introduction of the measure is to
meet these abnormal conditions.

Mr. M1unsie: Particularly in connec-
tion with the agricultural industry.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And also
to assist other industries, which may be
in difficulties owing to the war and like
circumstances.

Mir. Thomson: Tin mining, for in-
stance.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, and
the pearling industry (advances on
shell), copper mining, the timber indus-
try, which ha- not been assisted in the
past and which the Government are try-
inig to compete with at all events as far
as private enterprise is concerned. We
should all be ared that emergency
legislation of this kind should be limited
to the extent of the emergency we are
trying to meet,

The Minister for Mines: If there is
any need to continue this legislation we
can re-enact it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Or bring
in any further legislation, if the Govern-
ment so desire, to assist other industries.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I do not
wiant other industries to think that we are
unmindful of the as9sistance that their re-
presentatives had given us to get this as-
sistance, or that we are going to disregard
them after we have obtained what they
have been good enough to help us to get.
If at the end of next session the disability
that other industries have been labouring
tinder have not disappeared, we could
re-enact the measure as far as those in-
dustries were concerned.

The Premier: That is subject to the
approval of another place.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I am speak-
ing as 1 think the subject ought to appeal
to every man interested in every industry
in the State.

Mr. IUNSIE: I want to emphasise the
point stressed by the mnember for Mft.
Margaret. It is all very well for the mem-
ber for Irwin to talk. I am not going-
to say that the members of the Country
Party in this House would not give us
all the assistance they possibly could.
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The Minister for Works: But not in
another place.

Air. )LUNSIE: 'The fact is forgotten,
however, that we have not a possible
chance of getting that assistance through
another place.

The Premier: The greatest reaction-
aries in the Council are the members of
the Country party.

Air. MTJNSIE: When the limitation
was being discussed in this Chamber the
lion. member for Nortlham who brought
this forward, admitted that if the time was
extended to March the agricultural in-dus-
try would be a position to say if it stood
in need of assistance. I am very pleased
with the announcement that the Premier
is prepared to assist every industry and
take the resp onsibi lity. If another place
turns him down the people would stick
to him.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: We want to give
the Government power to assist any in-
dustry that is in need. They did niot sug-
gest that this was permanent legislation.
I assisted in passing the Bill as emter-
gency legislation, but would not have done
so. in its present form, if it had been
going to partake of the nature of per-
manent legislation.

The PREMIER: What the Comimittee
has to keep in mind are the -rounds upon
which it is asked that there should be a
limitation to the measure. The lion.
memuber for Hannans is perfectly correet
in his statement that the date now pro-
posed as a modification was put in at the
suggestion of the bion. member for Nor-
thaw, who stated when the matter was
before the Chamber that by the time
March, 1916, arrived, we should know
whether the farming industry was requir-
ing any further assistance or not. The
Minister in charge of the Bill has pointed
out that it provided for assistance to
other industries, and that March, 1916,
cannot decide that matter. There are two
factors to consider-one is the climatic
condition and the other is the condition
consequent upon the way and over which
we have no control. The assistance neces-
sary for the mining industry is due to
conditions altogether outside our influ-
ence. The climatic conditions are local.

If the ]iext season is a good one, so far
as the agricultural industry is concerned,
that indu stry will niot require assistance
under'the measure. Hut the war may still
continue and the mining induistry may
still require assistance.

Hon. Frank Wilsoni: And the timber
inidustry.

The PREMIER: If it is necessary to
give further consideration after March,
[1916, to-the mining industry, and not to
the agricultural industry owing to the coin-
ditions being alt right so far as that was
concerned, I believe this House would give
that assistance. I am not prepared, how-
ever, to accept it as certain that this assis-
tanice would be given by another place.
We could bring in a Bill to continue the
operations of the measure, or only a por-
tion of it if we so desired, but this would
be Subject to another place passing it.
The mining representatives should issue
a note of warning here that the date has
been fixed regardless of all industries ex-
cept the agricultural industry. There is
no time like the present to make it known
that we desire to assist every industry. If
the occasion should arise, when this Bill
goes out of operation, to assist the mnining
industry, or any other, uinder similar con-
ditions to those now prevailing, I will take
the responsibility of giving that assist-
ance and of asking Parliament to endorse
that action. If Parliament does not en-
domse it 1 shall know what to do, hut I
am prepared to do it. At the present time
it should be understood that this date has
been fixed, having in view one industry
only. In March, 1916, the gold and tim-
ber, and even the pearling industry, may
require assistance. We, as mining repre-
sentatives, are entitled to draw particular
attention to this point, in order that,
should assistance be required, we will ex-
pect Parliament to treat the mining and
the other industries in the way in which
we are now treating the agricultural in-
dustry.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
went, as modified, made.'

No. 10-trike out the words "whole
of the vendor's lien" and insert "holders
of vendors' liens":
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
next amendment is in regard to the third
schedule. We p-rovided that the third
paragraph should read, "One year's in-
terest dne to the mortgagees or vendorsil"
and owing to the amendment which we
agreed to in Clause 9 we had to put in
there the words "the vendors' liens.' The
other place did not adopt our amendment
and added the words "holders of" before
"vendors' liens."1 The amendment wvill
now read "One year's interest due to
either mortgagees or holders of vendors'
liens." There is no objection to the
amendment. I move-

That the amendment as modified be
made.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

ment, as modified, made.
.Resolutions reported, the report

adopted, and the following Message sent
to the Legislative Council :-"With refer-
ence to Message 32, the Legislative As-
sembly acquaints the Legislative Council
that it does not concur in the viewvs ex-
presed in that Message as to the pro-
cedure with regard to the Industries Als-
sistance Bill, but that in view of the in-
quiry now being held, it has consented
to r econsider its previous Message, and
has now made amendments requested in
the Bill as shown in Mfessage 27."

BILL- GOVERNMENT
WORKS.

ELECTRIC

C ouncil's 2Message.

Mlessage received from the Legislative
Council requesting a modification of its
amendment No. 3 now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Pre-

mier in charge of the Bill.
The PREMIER: The original a mend-

inent requested by the Legislative Coun-
cil was as follows:-

Clause 13: Add the following
words :-" AII by-laws so made-(a)
should be published in the Gazette;
(b) from the date of such publication,
or from a later date fixed by the order

making the same shall he of the same
effect as if they were contained in this
Act; (c) shall he laid before both
Houses of Parliament within fourteen
days after such publication, if Parlia-
ment is in session, and if not, then
writhin fourteen days after the com-
mencement of the next session. Not-
withstanding any publication thereof,
no by-law shall continue to have any
force or effect if the same is disap-
proved, either wholly or in part, by
resolution of either House of Parlia-
mnent within thirty days after Such
by-law has been laid before Parlia-
ment, if Parliament is so long in ses-
sion: Provided that if Parliament is
not in session for thirty days after
such by-law has been laid before Par-
liamenat, then such by-law shall not con-
tinue to have any force or effect if
disapproved by either House of Par-
liament within thirty days after the
commencement of the next session of

The Council now propose to modify it
to read as follows:-

Strike out all words after Gazette
in the original amendment andf insert
the following: "(b) shall he laid be-
fore both Houses of Parliament with-
in fourteen days after such publica-
tion if Parliament is in session, and if
not, then within fourteen days after
the commencement of the next session.
(c) If either House of Parliament
passes a resolution disallowing any
such by-law, of which resolution notice
has, been given at any time within
fourteen sitting days of such House
after such by-law has been laid before
it, such by- law shall thereupon cease
to have effect, but -without affecting
the validity, or Curing the invalidity, of
siiytliing done, or the omission of
anything in the meantime. This sub-
section shall apply notwithstanding
that the said fourteen days or some of
them do not occur in the same session
of Parliament as that in which the by-
law is laid before it."

It comes back to the old question that
either House of Parliament may disal-
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law regulations. On this particular Bill
I previously pointed out that I was, not
prepared to accept this amendment be-
cause the Commissioner of Railways
would be making these by-laws in connec-
tion with the tramways, which are
operated on the same basis as the rail-
ways, where we have provision already
made for- dealing with the by-laws made
by the Commissioner, and I wanted them
to be uniform. We must have uniformity
in this respect when we have uniformity
of control. I move-

That the amendment as modified be
not reade.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

mneat not made.
Resolution reported, the report ad-

opted and a Message accordingly re-
turned to the Conil.

BILL-LUNrACY ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Request for Conference.
Message received from the Legislative

Council as follows :-"- The Legislative
Council acquaints the Legislative As-
sembly in reply to Message No. 33 from
the Assembly, relating to the Lunacy
Act Amendment Bill, that it requests
the Legislative Assembly to grant a con-
ference on the Bill. Should the confer-
ence be agreed to by the Assembly, the
Legislative Council will be represented
at such conference by the Hon. A. G.
Jenkins, Hon. W. Patrick and the Colo-
nial Secretary.

Hoii. lb. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Mlinisterj: I mnov-

That a Message be sent to the Legis-
lative Council agreeing to the confer-
ence, and that the Attorney General
(Hon. Ir. Walker), tlse member for

North Perth (Mr. Smith), and Hon. A.
11, Underwood (Honorary Minister) be
appointed managers on behalf of the
Legislative -Assembly, and that the con-
ference meet in the President's room at
6 p. m.
Question passed.

Conference Managers' Report.
Eon. R. H. 'UNDFlRWOOD (Honor-

ary Minister): I have to report that as
a result of the conference between man-
agers for the Council and managers for
the Assembly the Council no longer in-
sists upon its pressed amendment.

Report adopted.

BILL-VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDM ENT.

Council's Message.
Message fro~m tbe Council received, no-

tifying that It insisted on amendments
Nos. 1 and 2.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1914-15.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Hohman in the Chair.

Vote - Railways and Tramways,
£1,591,707:

Item, Chief Traffic Manager, £900:
Mr. SMITH: Will the Premier make an

announce~ment in regard to the vacancy
in this office. I understand he asked Mr.
Stead, manager for the Midland Railway
Company, whether he would accept the
position. If that is true, I protest against
such a proposition because the billet
should be open to any member of the
service competent to fill it. Mr. Lord,
Ehe Acting Traffic Manager, is quite cap-
able of discharging the duties.

Mr. Bolton: How do you know?
Mr. SMITH: He has been acting for

some months, and if he is competent lie
should receive the per~ymanent appoint-
ment. I do not know him, but it
would be unfair to pass over any officer
of the department who is Competent to
fill the position. If Mr. Lord were ap-
-pointed, someone else would be chosen
for his office and this would mean a step
uipwards. for many others.

Mr. Bolton: Unfortunately, that has
been Ilhe curse of our railway service.

Mr. SMITH: I do not agree with that.
uRegarding the loss on spur lines it is not
right Jo utilise heavy and expensive trains
when motor trainrs, which have proved
successful in Queensland, would meet rp-
quiremenits. This syste~m should be in-
Trodueed here.
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Mr. MeDOWALL: Regarding the loss
on spur railways the member for West
Perth stated last week that the goldlfields
district railways showed a loss of £32,928
while -the loss un agricultural railways
was £27,341. The lion, member ought to
be accurate in nis statements. It is un-
fair to lump the two isolated railways--
the Marble Bar and Ravenathorpe lines
-with goldfields lines; they should be
shown separttely. The loss on the
Ravensthorpe line last year was £6,189
and on thie Marble Bar line £10,590, a
total of £16,719. The actual loss on gold-
fields lines was only £16,151, whereas they
are credited with a loss of more than
f£32,000.

The CHAIRMAN: The time for the
conference 'with the Legislative Council
on the Lunacy Act Amendment Bill has
arrived.

Sitting suspended from 6.0 to 7.30 p.

Mr. MeDO WALL: The Torbay Junc-
tion-Denmark line shows a loss of £2,062
13s. 9d. Then, the. Toodyty-Bolgart
railway shows a loss of £1,775 Os. 10d.,
and the Wagin-Kukerin railway a loss
of £4,109 16s- 10d., and Wokarrinia-
YUna railway a loss of £1,718 3s. 2d.?
rushing a total loss of £27,082 7s.
Id. On the other side there is a
credit for the Wongan Hills line of
£1,642 1s. 4d., aiid a profit on the Nar-
rogin-Corrigin line of £895 10s. 9d.;
leaving a debit balance of £24,543 18s. ed.
Summarising these figures, it will be
found that isolated railways result as I
have stated. But for the false impres-
sion created with regard to goldfields
railways, I would not have touched on
this matter at all. Agricultural rail-
ways show a loss, as I have said, of
£24,543 18s. Od.; isolated railways a loss
of £16,779 i7s. 7d., and goldields rail-
ways a toss of £16,151 Is. 3d.; or a total
loss of £57,474 16s. 10d. On the oppo-
site side we have the timber railways,
which are the muost profitable railways in
the State. The Bridgetown-Jarnadup
line shows a profit of £542 Os. 10Od., the
Pin jarrarDwarda line a profit of £488
18s. 8d., and the Wonnerup-Nannop line

a profit of £10,091 16is. 8d.; or a total
profit of £1l1,122 16s. 2d.

Air. A. A. Wilson: What about the
Collie-Bunbury line?

Mr. 'MeDOWALL: That line does not
appear on the lst. I presume it is a
main line. The Mundaringt Weir line,
again, shows a loss of £260 1s. 6d. Thus
there is a net credit balance on timber
and other lines of £10O,802 2s. 8d.; and,
finally, the working of the railways re-
sults in a loss of £46,612 14s. 2d. The
member for West Perth (Mr. Allan)
spoke of a loss of £60,273, which, at a
cursory glance, seems correct. But it
should not go forth to the public that the
loss amounts to £60,000, when the true
loss is only £40,000. My present object
is merely to point out that the loss on the
goldfields lines is not so great as usually
made out. I am satisfied now, my desire
being merely not to allow the matter to
rest as it has appeared in Hainsard up to
the present.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan-
Brown Hlill-Ivanhoe-in reply) [7-391:
In answer to the member for North Perth
(Mir. Smith) I frankly admnit that the
Government offered Mr. Stead, of the
Midland Railway, the position of Chief
Traffic Manager of the Western Austra-
lian Government Railways. Further, I
frankly admit that Mr. Stead could not
accept the position. Without casting any
reflection upon any other railway man of
this State, I desire to say that I look
upon Mr. Stead as one of the best rail-
way managers of Western Australia, or
indeed of Australasia. Had ire been able
to secure Mr. Stead's services, we should
have been extremely fortunate, especially
in vierw of prevailing conditions. The
fact that Mr. Stead's value is recognised,
appears sufficiently from the treatment
which has been accorded hipi by the Mid-
land Railway Company since he became
that company's manager. I have asked
the Commissioner of Rail-ways, Mr.
Short, to go into the question of filling
the vacant position of Chief Trafc Man-
ager. I saw Mr. Short on the subject
only to-day, and he said he would very
shortly be in a position to report.
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Mr. E. B. .Johnston : You will '.ootI
wan ta new ( ommiioer.

Tlie PREMIER: I know Mr, Short is
in poor, health.

Ir. 'Taylor: He has brokent his health.

The PREMIER: 'The position with re-
gard to "Ir. Short is that that gentleman,
being a sufferer fr~m. a certain illness,
took the long service leave due to him
and wrent to Euroi P to obtain expert
medical advice; recovered to a certain ex-
tent; but, in returning to Anstralia, un1-
fortunately by seine means contracted
rheumatism. That, of course, is not a
ehronic complaint, and it is hoped that
,Mr. Short will in the near future be re-
stored to his usual health. He is now
applyiug himself to the difficult task pre-
sented by our railway position, bitt hie
requres the assistance of a permanent
Chief Traffic Manager. I hope we shal
be able to obtain fro.m. the railway ser-
vice a man competent to fill that position;
but our desire and our duty is to obtain
the very best man available, even if wre
bave to go outside the service, or outside
the State, to secure him. I wish to in-
form the member for North Perth that
I know full well railway servants, like.
the members of every other service, want
vacant positions filled from their service;
not so much because they are keen on the
filling of a position by any individual
officer, but because the vacacies result-
ing fromt the promotion of one officer
means promotion for others. However,
the Government as managers of the rail-
way system on behalf of the people genl-
erally, cannot take that feeling into ac-
count. As regards the observations of
the member for Coolgardie (lMr. Mo-
Dowall) on the subject of district rail-
ways, I will admit that in view of the
attitude adopted by some hon. members
it is desirable that the difference between
the earnings and the running costs of our
branch railway systems should he placed
on record. After all, however, it does
not concern us greatly where ini the sys-
tem the losses are jnade and where tie
profits are earned, so long as our rail-
way rate book is drawn up on a basis
fair to all sections of the community.
When comparisons are made with other

[5

, ystems, our system must be taken as a
whole. Even with the little experience I
have of the railway systemn-apart fro~m
that gainaed by me as Treasurer during
the past three or four years-I consider
it may fairly be claimed that the manage-
ieilt of our railway system is very cre-

ditable, to the officials, especialy when
one hears in mind the tremendous diffi-
culties under which our system labours.
Western Australia pays 22s. per ton for
Noeastle coal, while New South Wales
pays only 11s. For local coal we pay
]-s, per ton, and it -will be admitted even
by the member for Collie (Mr. A. A.
Wilson) that our local coal is not equal
to Newcastle in steamiing value. Again,
water supl~py is exceedingly costly here
in comparison with other States. The
items or coal and water in themselves
must necessarily bring about a higher
cost of op)erating here than in other parts
of Australia. Then, again, ear eye-
tei extends over a tremeadoas area.
From Perth to Meekatharra, is a distance
of nearly 700 miles, and from Perth to
Leonora is about as far. Southward to
Albany our railway system extends about
300 iles. And there is not much back
loading from the places I have -men-
tioned, After carrying goods to the
goldfields, the trains run hack empty, to
a large extent.

IMr. Thomson: That is not the case on
the Great Southern railway.

The PREMIER: The Great Southern
has nothing much to complain about.
The system and the service provided there
compare more than favourably with the
.services rendered to agricultural centres
in other parts of Australia.

Mr. Thomson: It gives you more that!
other railways in backloading.

The PREMIER: After all, we have
something to he proud of about the man-
agement of the railway system, taking
it as a whole, and that is evidenced from
the head of the service to the lowest paid
man, and it is due to us To recognise the
fact. We can only properly appreciate
it by comnparing- the conditions prevail-
iug here with those exsigin other
parts of Australia.
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Hon. J1. M1ITCHELL: We should be
able to get a manl from within the service
to fill the position of Chief Traffic Mana-
ger, and the service are entitled to the
advantages which will accrue from anl
appointment which might he made from
within thle service. In regard to district
railways, the Premier is never quite fair
when dealing with agricultural lines.
Take the losses on the coastal railways,
excluding the Wontnerup-Nannup line, ais
eompared with those of the goldields rail-
ways, and we find that on the spur lines
it is £3,000 less than that of the gold-
fields lines. And suifficient credit is not
given to the agricultural lines for pro-
viding traffic over the main system. That
always seems to be forgotten. The Pre-
mier referred to the loyalty of the rail-
way staff. I have no doubt a great major-
ity of the men are doing excellent work,
but there are also maniy who are doing
work for which they are not adequately
paid.

The Premier: Not so many as when
you were here.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: When a manl is
promoted from the position of porter to
that of assistant station master, he actu-
ally loses by that promotion, and often
has to work longer hours into the bar-
gain. In regard to the reduction to 44
hours, it will be interesting to know how
overtime is to be managed. If the men
work 48 hours, will they be paid for
having worked four hours overtime?

The Premier: He will not be paid
overtime until he has worked 48 hours.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then I suppose
if a man worked 48 hours, hie will be
paid for those 48 hours at the ordinary
rates, and overtime for the remainder.
There is a fear that Sunday time will be
counted ii).

T he Premier: Where is there a fear?7
Come on now, out with it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I would like to
be satisfied tile Government are going to
allow Sunday time to stand alone, as w"s
arranged whlen the, Liberal Government
were in jpower. Sunday time should not
be included in the ordinary week's work.

Mr. Bolton: You have no chance of
getting any railway votes in Northamn.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am not look-
ig for railway votes. I only want to
see that the men get fair treatment.

Mr. THOM1SON: The Premier moade
a -statement that so long a.; the fares and
freights were fair to all sections of thle
community, that wais all we should ex-
peel front the railways. I have drawn
attention to very serious anomalies in
regard to fares and freights.

Mry. ileitmaunn: Only what you
thought were anomalies.

Mir. THEOMSONX: I haeproved that
they were anomalies, and certain sections
of thle community are butitled to redress.
I asked the Premier some questions to-
day and his answers raised a laugh in
certain sections of (lie House. I intend
to ask further questions to-inorrow, and
I hopie I shall get more favourable re-
plies. The Premier told uis that we had
gr-eater difliculties than other States to,
contend against,, and he instanced coal
arid its excessive cost. We should use
more of the local product. With refer-
encge to water supplies, that is a phase of
the question which does not reflect much
credit on the administration of the Rail-
way Department. Oil the Great Southern
line for years past, the Railway Depart-
ment hare been hauling water for up to
100 miles,

The Mlinister for Mlines: Not every
summer; only in the dry seasons.

Mr. THOMSON: I know of an in-
stance where the Railway Department
have paid from £80 to £100 per mouth
for water when they had splendid catch-
muents of their owvn, which might have
been put to use.

Thle Premier: Where are they?
Mr. THOM1SON: I will give the in-

formation to the Premier.
Mr. Foley: But we all want to know.
Mr. TRTO)ISON: Tie Premier also re-

marked that there is very little back load-
in o orralwysystem. The Great

S outhern railway provides back loading,
nod as one lion. rneiher interjected, per-
haps that is our good fortune. It also
proves the Great Southern district right
throaeh1 to he good.

r. llcitmann: What point are you
mnakin2?1
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'Mr. TiLO?-SON: I a"' endeavouring
to show that %ye are nt gettingl fair
t rentime it.

The Preinier: Nonsense.

MIr. THIO.ISON:' f amL not speaking-
from a p'arochial point of view, but ii
we take into consideration the convenli-
ences which are provided on the gold-
fiel ds line, and those of the Great Sou-
thern, all 1 can saky is that comparisons
are odious. On the goldields linies are to
be found dining cars and second-class.,
sleeping cats, neither of which conveni-
ences is provided on the Great Southern
Railway. Yet the Premier has said we
should he fair to all sections of the com-
naunity. In regard to district railways,
thie memiber for West Perth (Mr. Allen)
showed that the loss on the goldfields
railways for 1014 amounted to £C32,9289,
while that on the agricultural railways in
the same yenr was £27,341. 1 consider
the terminal charge of is. per ton on the
agricultural railways is ant iniquitous
imposition.

The Premier: We once thought that.
Mr. THOMSON- Those living along

the spur lines are entitled to the same
consideration as those in more favoured
portions of the State. Mfy complaint
about the lack of weighing machines has
been contemptuously termed paltry. If
it is merely a paltry matter, why not give
the people the required convenience? It
is for lack of these conveniences the Rail-
way D)epartnment is charging the people
along the spur lines a shilling per ton
more than other people have to pay.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:- It is a scandatoun,
charge.

Mr. THOMSON: In point of promo-
tion in the Railway Department surely,
all things being equal, we should consider
those in our own service. It is idle to
say we have no men in the department de-
serving of promotion. Again, it is very
unfair that an officer who has worked up
to a certain grade and is desirous of
improving himself should have to take a
lower salary when he becomes a night
officer than is paid to the porters under
him.

The 'Minister for MNines: He has, cer-
tain privileg-es.

Mr. THOMSON: The porter gets more
money andi works the regulation hours,
as against the 13 or 14 sometimes de-
manded of the night officer. This anom-
aly should he removed. A day or so ago
I referred to the scale of railway fares
in the metropolitan area, and contrasted
it wvith the fares paid by % peop1le living
in the country, who are charged is. lid.
for a 12-mile journey, whereas in thle
metropolitan area the fare is Is. 2d. and,
on three day- s in the week, 10d.

The CHAIRMAN:.K The item under
discussion has nothing to do with fares.

Mr. THOMSON, You hav-e allowed
others; considerable latitude.

The CIIAIRMAN' : I have allowed no
mIember any latitude. If I permit the
hion. miember to deal with fares it can
only% lead to irregular discussion.

Mr. THOMSON: I merely desired to
show that, notwithstanding what the
Premier has said, not all sections of the
community are getting the same treat-
ment. Attention should be drawn to the
great disparity between the conveniences
provided and fares charged in the count-
try and those obtaining in the metropoli-
tan area.

The Premier:- Do you want me to raise
fares in the metropolitan area?

Mr. THOMSON: I would like to see
them put on a parity with those in the
country, or, alternately, to see those im-
posed upon country residents reduced.

Mr. WfLLMOTT: The Donnybrook-
Boyup-Rojonup line is essentially a
through line, How can the Premier say
it is a spur line and charge spur rates
on it, when it is a port to port lineq To-
day the growers are carting their fruit
past Boyup station to Hester. It pays
them to cart it the 1.5 miles further,
rather than submit to those charges. The
Premier could reasonablyv remove the
spur line charges from a line which is
not a spur line. The member for Rat-
analing (MrT. Thomson) referred to scales.
If there is one place where scales are re-
quired it is Bridget own.

M11r, Bolt on: The electors of Bridge-
town miust have scales on their eyes.
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Mr. WiLLMOTT: We want a weigh-
bridge there. It would be a profitable in-
vestment, because the men who require
it are prepared to pay for the use of it.

The Premier: It would save time if
you would tell us what you do not want.

Air. WVILLMOTT: We do not want to
be left without that weighhridge, It
would be a payable proposition for the
department.

M1r. TAYLOR: The agricultural mem-
bers complain of the railway system, but
if they were labouring under the same
disadvantages as are the people of the
outback goldfields the Committee would
be kept on this item for three or four
nights. A passenger from Kalgoorlie to
Laverton cannot return for three or
four days, unless, arriving at 10 o'clock
at night, hie is prepared to leave again
shortly after 5 o'clock next morning.
Yet the people there have to depend on
Perth for their vegetables and f ruit.
There is a crying necessity for anl imi-
proved train service above Kalgoorlie.
In reality there is only one mail a week
at Laverton. We are charged high
freights and do not enjoy a service equal
to that given to other parts of the State.
Promises have been made from time to
time hut trains have been cut out on the
ground that their continuance was not
-warranted. Representatives of agricul-
tural consituencies argue that railways
open up the country, and the same
should hold good as applied to the
mnining areas.

Air. Wilhaott: The cheaper the
freights on agricultural lines the cheap-
er will be the produce required by the
goldfields people.

Mr. TAYLOR: We complain miore of
the lack of facilities than of the rates
of freights. Complaints have been made
that eonsieninents of perishable produce
have been destroyed -through having been
kicked off trains at sidings and left
there, and these complaints are now he-
ing inquired into. I have heard charges
against the Railway Department which
seemied ineredible, but which on investi-
gation have been proved to be true. The
Commissioner promised that when the
district prospered and warranted a bet-

ter train service, additional facilities
would be granted. An additional train
has been put on, but it is of no advant-
ul-e. At the end of last year the Lance-
tied ine, which was keeping about
1,000 people going, was closei down
when one of the trains was discontinued.
Tbat mnine and two others are now in
operation, the outlook for the district is
very promising, and the Mtinister might
now give the residents of these districts
better facilities.

Mr. McDOWALL: I cannot allow the
remarks of the member for Canning to
go unchallenged. He said the farmera
were paying 80 per cent, of the railway
freighits.

The Premier: No. so per ccent. of the
in crease.

"Ar. MeDOWALL: That being so, there
was not niuch in the statement, for it
ineans only 80 per cent, of £14,590. The
increase relates to the imposition of the
Is. charge.

Mr. Thomson: There are other charges.
Mr. M eDOWALL: I asked the member

ror Canning where he obtained his figures
and hie indicated the report of the Com-
missioner of Railways. On page '7 of the
report an analysis of the goods traffic
shows that hay, straw, and chaff repre-
sented 3.6 of the total; wheat, 9.64; grain,
excepting wheat and flour, 3.02; potatoes,
.44; agricultural machinery, 29; dairy
produce, .11;- fruit and garden produce,
.86 and fertilisers, 2.37. In face of those
figures, how can the member for Williams-
Narrogin maintain that an immense rev-
enue is derived from the carriage of fer-
tilisers? These figures aggregate 20.33
of the total railway traffic of the State,
and T venture to say the goldfields are
the best market for farmners' produce. I
explained on a previous occasion that the
railways in ten years had shown a profit
of £71,621. The &iaures of the Working
Railways alone arc misleading, but those
of the Works Department show whether
or not the railways are paying. Country
members have asked for a reduction of
freights on even' conceivable occasion.
Thi-, year when there is scarcely any
wheat to transport, the loss will be ap-
palling, but still we hear the cry for re-
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duced freights. Members ask that the ter-
midnal charge should be abolished and that
other considerations should be extended,
while the general taxpayer shoulders the
deficiency. This is a legitimate objection.

The Premier: We have discussed it adt

Mr. MeD OWALL: I assert that we
have not had anl absolute statement of the
position of the railways within the last
three or four years.

The Premier: Then you are a venture-
some youth.

Mr. MeDOWALL: Indeed a proper
and correct statement of the absolute
position of the railways has not been pre-
sented since I entered the House six or
seven years ago. We have discussed the
railways from the aspect of the Commis-
sioner's report which deals only with the
gross earnings and expenditure. It does
not take into consideration the sinkingo
fund or the operations of the Works De-
partment, anid so oil. When we hear anl
hon. member so well informed as the mem-
ber for Williarus-Narrogin stating that
the railways have paid huge profits into
the Consolidated Revenue, it is times the
House get to the bottom of the question
and understood it. I am going to look
more carefully into it in the future, anid
hion. members will find themselves very
much astray if they trust to the published
figures without careful examination. I
think it is only fair, 'when such statements
are made, that they should be refuted in
some way, which is the reason I have taken
this opportunity.

Mr. THOMSON: With reference to the
remarks of the member for Coolgardie,
all I can say is the figures I have quoted
in this House have been taken from the
report of the Commissioner of Railways.

Thle Premier: You are both right.
Mr. THOMSON: The member for

Coolgardie, however, said that I had made
the statement that the agricultural indus-
try had paid go per cent, of the railway
freights. J never said anything of the
sort; the figunres I quoted was 28 per cent.
That figure is absolutely correct, and ;
defy the member for Coolgardie. to refute
it. I also made the statement that the
agricultural industry had paid 80 per

cent of the increased freights, and if the
lion. member will refer to paragraph 7,
page 6, of the Comuwishioner of Railway's
report, hie will find that slatement to be
correct.

Vote put and] passed.
This completed the estimates of the

Railways and Tramways Department.

Mines Department (Hon. P. Collier,
Minister).

Vote-M1ines Generally, £36,863:
Tie MINISTER FOR MINES (lion.

P. Colier-Boulder [8.1,51: The work
of this department is so well known to
most hon, members, more particularly
members representing goldfields constittu-
eucies, that 1 think very little explanation
is required by way of introduction. It
may be well if we turn our attention to
the consideration of all industry wvhich
has not so far been affected by the
drought or the wvar-, and it would not be
out of place at this juncture if I were lo
dwell for amoment upon the condition
of the mining industry as we find it at the
present time. There has been, unfor-
tunately, I regret to say, a tendency dur-
iug late years, since othier industries and
other portions of the State have found
their feet, to disregard and discredit the

seicand value of the mining industry
to this State. We have had its value
brought home to ULS in a striking fashion
during the past few months,, in that while
this House have been engaged for the last
two months in protracted discussion of
Bills affecting not only the agricultural
but other industries as well, the mining
industry has been carried on unaffected
by either war or drought, with practically
the same degree oF prosperity as before
the wvar.

Mr. Foley: That is a wore cheerful
note.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is,
and T think gold fields members may be
pardoned for stressing the fact at this
particular juncture. It may not be out
of place also if I were to mention a few
figures, particularly for the information
of the newer members of the House, re-
garding the progress of the industry dur-
ing the past 22 or 23 years.
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Mr. Bolton: Do not mention any rail-
way figures.

The MIXiSTER FOR MIINES: No;
thank goodness I oflicially severed moy
connection with that department some
mnonths a'.-o. The total mineral produc-
dion of the State to dlate has been of a
value of £124,887,984. Of that sum gold
has been piroducedi to the value of
£120,117,926; copper ore,£1356;
coal, £1I,366,163. Practically the whole
of that mineral wealth has been produced
since Bayley discovered Coolgardie sonc-
time in June, 1892, 23 years ago; cud al-
though the value of the gold production
has been decliniig steadily for the past
10 years, still Western Australia is at
the presient time producing 51 per cent.
of the total gold production of Australia.
That is inelusive of New Zealand
And Papua. We have reason to
be proud of the fact that in our
State we still produce such a large
proportion of the total gold pro-
duct ion of the Commonwealth. During
last year there were produced 1,323,977
oza. of a value of £5,237,353. As has
been 'previously pointed out by other
members, those figrures represent a value
considerably in excess of the value of all
the other industries. of the State com-
bined. The year showed a decrease in
production of S1,Ot6ozs. a., compared
with 1913, hut 1913 itself has shown an
increased production of 34,O0ozs. as com-
pared with the previous year. Whilst
the value of ore has been steadily declin-
ing. there has been to some extent a com-
penisating balance in the fact that the
ore treated has been increasing. Last
year there was an increase compared
with 1903, that is 10 years ago, of
626,704 tons treated, of an average value
of 39s. The dividends paid to date, em-
hracing the period I have mentioned, 20
lo 22 years, amouinted to £e24,261,069, or
approximately one-fifth of the total gold
production of the State. Last year the
dividends paid amounted to more than
three-quarters of a million pounds,
£799,392 to be precise. That, too, was a
decrease on the previous year of £110,934.
While showing a decrease on the pre-
vious year, the year 1913 had shown an

incerease as comupared with the three pre-
vious Years. I amn pleased to be able to
say that the increased production em-
braces -some of the older mining districts
of the State. For instanice, Mount Mar-
garet, out' of the oldest mnining tields of
the State, showed for the seven mouths
of the year, the latest 1)eriod for whichi
I have the figures, an increaseof 3,d4Uozs.
as compared with 191:3. That increase
was due largely to the fact that the
1Lancetield mine, one of the big produ-
cers of the outback country, which has
been closed down for a pei-iod of, I think,
about two years. has cowmmencted opera-
tions again, mid also to the fact that the
Ida, 11. in the Laverton district has been
doing -well. Mining has also been con-
siderably brighter in that once prosper-
ons district of M.Norgans. where a local
company has been operating with some
degree of success. Coming down the line
to the NYorth Goolgardie fields, in the old
district of 'Menzies we have also had an
increase for the first seven months of the
year amounting to 5,2O4ozs. That pro-
bably has been due to the increased ac-
tivity at Comet Vale. In that district
we have a striking illustration of the
vicissitudes mining districts pass through
in their career. At one time in the early
days a large number of mnen was. engaged
mining in that district, bitt, like many
other goldfields towns, Comet Yale
dwindled almost out of existence. I am
informed it went down to such an extent
that an hotel there was sold for the smal
sum of £5. Members who have had ex-
perience of goldfields towns will realise
that a town must have been in a de-
pressed condition indeed when the local
hotel was worth only £5. 1 have had an
opportunity of inspecting some of the
outback mining centres; and outside of
the Golden Mile, and perhaps -Meeka-
tharra, T[ know no district more promis-
ing at the present time than Comet Vale.
The out put of one of the mines at Wool-
gar has also had some bearing on the in-
crease. The fact may be worth mention-
ing that in the case of the Menzies, Con-
solidated mine, in the Woolgar district,
which has been carrying on operations
for just on 20 years, and during the
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whole time has never paid one shilling in
dividends, the shareholders hove stuck to
the mine, and it has managed to pay its
way; and now we have the very satisfac-
tory result that after 21) years of opera-
tion it paid in December last by way of
dividends- a total sum ot £5,000. Also
in the Yilgarn district, which baa con-
tinued to pre-ent improving prospects
during the past two or three years, wve
have very strik ing evidence of the lprT-
eress that can take place in a new dis-
trict, in a comj-aratively sort time, this
being furnished by Weston's. For the
eleven month,- cinding tlie 30th November,
the yield fromn Wr'ston's alone waq 27,510
ounces of gold, as against 0,822 ounces
for the previous year. The prospects in
that district are now very encouraging.
The fact is that they arc right on the
fringe of an ag-ricultural district. *Wes-
ton's is the most westerly gold mining
district we have in the State, and its
prospects are certainly very bright. I
believe it is going to increase, both in
gold production 'I okd irk population in the
near futuire. In the Yilg-arn district,
too, is the Corinthian, wvhere there has
been an increase in the producetion of
gold, but in the Bullfinch district, of
which great things were expected, there
has unfortunately been a falling off daur-
ing the year. There have also been
promising developments in other old
goldfield districts. This has been evi-
denced in the Murchison, round Yalgoo,
and more particularly in the eastern
portions. At the present time there is
an option taken over the various leases
which I believe will result in business
being done.

Mr. Heitmann: In Rothsay.
The AlINISTER FOR MINES: Op-

tions bare been taken over -a consider-
able area of land, and there is every
hope that around that district mining
will again become flourishing, as it was
many years ago. The districts which
have shown a falling off during the last
year comprise Coolgardie, which -em-
braces the Golden Mile, and Broad
Arrow, and the Murchison district, not
including of course Meekatbarra, which
haes shown an injcree The failing off

in the Bread Arrow district has been due
largely to the fact that the only pro-
ducing mine at Ora Banda, the Victori-
ous, has been closed down during the
greater portion of the year, while the
new plant was being installed for the
treatment of sulphlide ores. That plant
is now in operation, and there is no
doubt that the Broad Arrowv district, par-
ticularly Ora Ban da, will recover during
the present year. So far as the Golden
Mile is concerned, there is very little
fresh to report. The mining is certainly
looking as healthy at the present time
as it has done of recent years-indeed
much more so thuvawws the case a few
years ago. There is a greater degree of
confidence and a firmer feeling prevail-
ing in the Kalgoortie and Bouilder dis-
tricts with regard to the future of the
mines, than obtained four or five years
ago, when it "'as doubted that the ore
wvent down to a greater depth. In the
Golden Horseshoe they have now reached
a depth of 2,800 feet, the greatest depth,
yet obtained in the State.

Mr, Foley: The Gwahia mine is down
3,000 ft.

The MINISTER FOR MIN ES: I
think that is an underlay.

Mr. Foley: There are 3,000 ft. of reef
there.

Mr. Taylor: It is not vertical as at
the Horseshoe.

The MINISTER FORl MINES: I
think that mine is somewhat different
from the Horseshoe mine. A rich ore
body has been discovered at the 2,800 ft.
level in the Horseshoe mine. The Golden
Mtile, of course, continues to be the
greatest gold producing centre in the
State. Something like 50 per cent, of
the total gold production of the State
comes from Kalgoorlie and Boulder. It
is often said that this little mile of coun-
try stiUl remains the richest mile of gold-
producing -country in the world. With
regard to baser metals, the position is of
course different, more particularly din-
ing the latter portion of the year since
the war broke out. There has been a con-
siderable falling off in the production of
copper during the past year or two, due
mainly to the fact that the Phillips River
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,district has been closed down and re-
mained idle for a considerable time.
Early last year, before the war was ever
spoken. of, I bad taken up the question
of giving assistance to this district. The
result has been that the smelters, which
were idle for something like two years,
have again commenced operations,, and
we have there, and have had during the
last twelve months, a very proselprous
little community again. Something like
£20,(J00 has been advanced, or guaran-
teedl by the Government, to those carry-
ing on operations in that district, and
there has been produneed since the opera-
tions again commenced there. 439 tons of
copper, 2,44:1 ounces of gold, and 2,067
ounces of silver. I have not particulars
as to the value, because the value of
copper is problematical. We are, how-
ever, holding the copper; we are not
selling it for what it will fetchl, but are
keeping it until the market recovers. It
may not he generally known to hon.
members that in addition to mining in
the Phillips River, there is a very pros-
perous small farming community. I was
very much surprised when I visited the
district and found, what I believe does
not exist in any other part of the State.
that the people are carrying on side by
side mining and farming operations.

Mr. Heitmann: They are doing this at
Northampton and -Narra Terra.

Mr. Willmott: And at Green bushes.
The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I am

comingm to Northanipton later. r believe
that the opening up of the smelters at
Phillips River has provided a market for
the local farmers, to the mutual advan-
tage of those tilling the soil and those
carr-ying out mnining operations. I see
no reason to doubt that the Phillips
River district, now that it has started
again, will continue for some years to
come to be a producer, not only of cop-
per, lint of gold and silver. There have
been other rich discoveries of copper in
other parts of the State, Right up to the
far North-West of the State, to Yampi
Sound, and the furthermost portions of
the State, rich discoveries of copper
have been made. Some rich finds have al%)
been made onl the Nfurchiqon district,

about 120 miles north of Peak Hill. Of
course very little has been done in the
way of development of these properties,
because of the very great cost in realis-
ing uplon ore. Only the very richest ore
would pay for removal, and this would
necessitate taking only picked stuff.
Sample bores have been instituted by the
department, and with thie assistance ot
the flovernnent people have been able to
carry onl mining operations to a small
extent during the past six or~ nine months.
The Whim WVell mine, of course, has
been forced to close down recently. That
was immediately after the outbreak of
the wvar, when the market was lost, and
unfortunately when the mine closed
down some 200 men were placed on the
labour market. Since then nothing has
been done, but the late manager of the
property has now returned fro n Enzlsund
and from conversations I have had with
him I believe there is a possibility, as
wcll as a good prospiect, of that inie
again starting in the near future.

Mr. Foley: With the assistance of the
Government,7

The MINISTER FOR MINKS: I am
prepared to render assistance to the
Whim Creek mine, in the same way that
I have rendered assistance to others
which have been affected hy the wvar.
Returning now to the question of lead
mining, which has been carried on par-
ticularly in the -Northampton district,
this also has been seriously affected by
t he war. Two of the most prominent
mines in the district, the Baddera and
the Protheroe, which closed down shortlyv
after the war broke out, have I am pleased
to say recommenced operations quite re-
cently, and have every prespect of con-
tinuing. There are, I think, something
like SO or 901 men engaged in lead mining
there at the present time. I have, during
the year gone to the assistance of the
smaller men, the prospectors, in that
district, by making an advance of a con-
siderable sum of money to assist them in
erecting an ore -dressing plant. This.
plant has been completed recently, n
will commence operations next week or
soon after. That will afford facilities for
the treating of the ore to the prospectors.
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who hitherto have been without such
facilities. The great drawback to success-
ful mining operations there has been the
fact that only men with capital, or corn-
panies wilth a considerable amount of
money behind them, could carry on
operations: and no other people have
been in a position to spend the necessary
money in erecting plants. That difficulty
is, however, now being overcome, and there
will he no excuse, if I may say so, for
the prospectors and others not carrying
onl operations to the best advantage. One
of the handicaps that the district suffers
from is the fact that most of the pro-
perty is freehold. The freehold was
parted with in the early days of the
State and the land has remained tied up
ever since, It is a difficult problem to
get ova;, and can only be property solved
by the State resuming the lands at the
present market value. The prospects of
successful mining operations in that dis-
trict, however, are not at the present
l ime such as to justify the Government in
resuming the land -fr mining purposes.
The lands are mostly held either by
residents of England or by English com-
panies. I1 see no reason, however, 'why
some satisfactory arrangement of Mutual
advantage to the prospectors and those
desirous of carrying on mining opera-
tions on the one hanld, and to those own-
ig the land on the other hand, should,

not be arrived at whereby Northampton
might resume its old tie activity. in
the Uaroo district, situated somewhere
between Iturchison and the North-West,
lead mining has been carried on also, with
assistance from the Governynent; hut
quite recently operations there have closed
down for want of capital. The owners
have gone to England in the hope of
raising additional mnone iy to enable the
workinpg to be continued]. Turning now
to the district represented by the mem-
ber for NYelson (M1r. Willmott) which, I
amn reminded, is rich in many indus-
tries--

Mr. Willrnolt: That is so, and also in
men.

Yr. Taylor: They keep the good men at
home. thoug-h.

The -*IN\TS-TER FOR '1NE\-S: It is

a farming district as xvell'as a mining
district; and] I am reminded that it pro-
duces some of our best hardwoods, as
-well as tin. Immediately on the outbreak
of war there was a considerable slump in
tin mnining in that district, but Green-
bushes, having got over the first fright,
Iia% recovered to some extent, The out-
put of tin for the year in Greenhushes
was 244 tons, of a value of £21,145. At
Marble Bar 77 tons of tin, valued at
£7,316 were produced; so that the total
production of tin for the State during
the past year was 321 tons, of a. value
of £C28,461, Turning now to coal, we find
that notwithstanding the bad effects of
the latter half of the year the output
from the Comle field has practically held
iul to what it was in the previous year,
which, I may mention, constituted a re-
cord for the district, For 1914 there was
produced 319,210 tons of coal, of a value
of fl48,684; or an increase in tonnage
over 1913 of 5,392 tons, hut a decrease
in value of £4,930. So that, with a
slight increase in tonnage, there was a
slight shrinkage in value, due no doubt
to the fact that the price of coal fell dur-
ing the latter part of the year. One of

the most important features of the work
of the Mines Department is the operation
of the State battery system. Few mem-
bers who have not had the opportunity
from actual experience of the goldifields
can appreciate the value of this systeM
to the prospectors generally. It is, of
course, well known that the State battery
system has been responsible for bringing
into existence some of the most prosper-
ous.- mining districts existing in -Western
Australia at the present time. Since the
inception of the State battery system
som 15 years ago there has been re-
covered from milling gold to the value of
£f3.693,728, by sand treatment £504,019,
and from sines £C105,625; or a total of
£4,303,372. There are two tin-dressing
plants in the Oreenhushes district, oper-
ated by the department, which have re-
covered tin to the value of £S4,627; and,
including this, we have a grand total of
metal recovered by the agency of the
State battery system of £4,387, 09. So,
when it is borne in mind that practically
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the whole of that money -considerably
over four millions of money-has gone
into the hands of what ,may be described
as the poor men, the prospectors, and has
circulated within the various districts in
which it was recovered, we come to rea-
lise the value of the State battery system
to the industry, and, incidentally, to the
State,

Mr. Wilmott: Whic should be put
against the loss.

The MI'XISTER FOR MINES: That
is true. After all, the loss is infinlitesi-
mal comparatively. Last year it amounted
to something like £7,000 That was the
loss onl the actual operation of the bat-
teries. Thougph I have no desire to draw
invidious comparisons, I could point to a
number of directions in which consider-
ably larger swmis have been lost without
bringing any corresponding indirect ad-
vantage to the Stale. such as the loss I
have just mentioned does bring. In fact,
ever since the batteries have been in ex-
istence, for the p~ast 15 years, only four
years have shown an actual profit. For
11 years the batteries have shown losses,
hut comparatively very small losses.
What (10 those losses represent as corn-
pared with the money value I have just
mentioned of nearly 41/ millions returned
to the prospectors, and through them to
thle State, by thie awefley of these bat-
teries? The 412, iillions represent the

smdirect] v returned to the customiers
of the batteries. And the mention of that
sum leaves out of consideration the in-
direct henefit to the State, which, after
all, is simnpl * incalculable. Let lion.
members take, for iinstance, the creation
of a town like Meekatharra.

.xri. Foley: Or Ynanmi.
The MINISTER FOR M IN E S:

Meekatharra practically had its first step
up thanks to thle estlablishment oCL a State
crushing plant: and we have in MYeeka-
tharra to-day the second most prosperous
mining town in Western Australia. I
ayn pleased to state that all the prospects
go to indicate that the prosperity of
MNeekatharra will he of a permuanent na-
ture. And. aw-ain, the indirect benefit to
the State of the creation of such a tnwn
as Meekatharra cannot be calculated.

Besides, there are others. Sandstone,
perhaps the second best town in the M1ur-
ebison district of recent years, also owes
its first rise to the agency of thle State
batteries. At Mfutline there has been only
a State battery in operation for the past
12 years; and there are many other dis-
tricts which hut for the assiistance ren-
dered them by State batteries; would long
have ceased to exist. The jprolem with
which thme department has been Laced of
recent years is that of reducing thle cost
to) the customners of our batteries. InI
this respect we have suffered, as most
others connected with the industry have
suffered, by reason of the tonnage pre-
s;ented for treatment showing a very con-
considerable decrease of late. For ex-
ample, so far as the State batteries are
concerned, it hus decreased fromn souie-
thing like 90,00)0 tons in 1910 to an aver-
age of about 155,0110 tons during the past
three years. Those who have had ex-
perience of crushing nills know that the
cost very largely, almost entirely, de-
pends upon the tonnage available for
treatment. The tonnage has fallen off,
and the parcels offered are smaller: we
have had occasionally as many as, 20 or
25 clean-ups in a month. In those cir-
cumstances it is indieed difficult to effect
nov reduction in the charges. Notwilm-

standing- the adverse conditions,. however,
I hare made some slight reductions in
order to encourage pros;pecting, and
thereby incidentally relieve the lifesahire
on the labour market. I have made a
considerable concession or rehate in res-
pect of the crushing of low-grade ores
during the past three or four months-
in some eases, such as that of six penny-
'weighits value, a reduction of as mnuch
as 40 per cent. The concession has been
in operation for only two or three months,
and sufficient time has not yet elapsqed to
allow a judgment to be formed of its-
effect upon the industry-whether it is
going to toad to increased prospecting,
and to increased tonnage for thme bat-
terieas. Certainly, were the department in
the fortunate position of having to-day
the tonnage to operate upon that they
had some four or five years ago, when it
averagyed in the vicinity of 100,000 tonus
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per annum, we should be able to make
very considerable reductions indeed in
the charge for crushing. In fact, we
could reduce our charges, and at the same
time make a profit on the operation of
the batteries. I think those goldfields
members who have had dealings with the
battery branch of the Mines Department
will at once concede as an indisputable
fact that the entire battery system was,
never in such a good state of organisation
and giving such satisfaction to its cus-
tomers as has been the case during the
past year or two. The member for Nor-
tha'u smiles.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I have reason to
smile.

The MlINISTER FOR MINES: How-
ever, I wish to qualify that statement by
saying that these good results are due
entirely to the successful management of
Mr. Hiowe, the superintendent of State
batteries, I take no undue credit to my-
self for those results. Rather, the cre-
dit is due entirely-and here I want to
give it-to Mr. Howe.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I notice you are re-
ducing the amount for State batteries
this year.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
reduction of amount is due to the ex-
pectation of a reduced tonnage. Expen-
diture on State batteries is governed en-
tirely by the tonnage offering. When the
ton nage increases, the expenditure in-
ereases also: if the tonnage decreases, the
expenditure shows a corresponding de-
crease. We have at the present time 32
batteries operating in various parts of
the State. Some of the older batteries,
of course, are in districts which hare
practically gone out of existence; and
those batteries have been disposed of or
have altogther closed down. I may say
that the State battery syste~in affords
certain hon. mnembrs-if they will only
admit it-a practical illustration of a
successful experiment in State socalism.

'Mr. Heitmann: How much exploratory
work is going on now?

The MINISTER FOR M.1INES: Un-
fortunately, the Bullfint-h boomn practically
knocked the bottom out of prospecting.

Non. J. Mitchell: Why are you always
objecting to the Bullfinch.'

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
not, I state, however, what is known to
be a simple fact by all who are acquainted
with the circumstances. 'Moreover, it is
a fact which is quite understandable.

Mr. Foley: You are not speaking of
the Bullfinch mine in saying that?

The 'MINISTER FOR M1INES: No.
What I maintain is that the publicity given
to the discoveries in the Bullfinch district,
the glamour thrown over that district,
the possibilities, or rather the strong pro-
bability, held out to everybody of making,
a fortune in the shortest possible time inl
the Bullfinch district, had the effect of
attracting from nearly all the older out-
back districts most of the men who were
prospecting. All these rushed to the Bull-
finch district, with the eventual result that
a great number of them drifted into the
City and the more settled portions of the
State,' and did not return to their old
homes. A direct consequence of these
events was a falling off in the amount of
prospecting.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: Why did yon not
wvarn those men?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Why
did I niot warn them? Mdy feeble voice
was of no avail at that time against the
clarion ring of the hon. member interject-
ing and of those then associated with
him. The boo, member must recollect that
I did warn the public. I think I was the
very first to sound a note of -warning.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I know you wade a
political cry of it; and that is maost dis-
creditable to you.

The MINISTER FOR MIINES: I was
the first to sound a note of warning in
this House with regard to Bullfinch, when
the Bill for the construction of the Bull-
finch railway came down. Unfortunately
our voices were drowned. Although the
results achieved at Bullfinch hare not
justified the noise that was made about
it, they have nevertheless brought into ex-
istence a substantial little district which is
producing a fair amount of gold. This
has been won from the Bulilnch wine
itself and the Corinthian.
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Mr. Hudson: And the Edna May.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I took

some degree of pride in the results ob-
tained in 1913, and it. was in that year
for the first time in ten years that the
decline of Ibe gold yield was arrested.

Hon. J. Mitchell: It was down again
last year.

The MI1NISTER FOR MINES: Of
course we are suffering from the prevail-
ing depression, hut the decrease in 1914
was not so great as it had been in the
previous four or fire years, when the de-
creases ran into, not tens of thousands
but hundreds of thousands of ounces.
Within Ihe past few months I have done
all I possibly could to encourage prospeo-
tons to -o oul. T'here are parties out no0w
equippied with Government camels or
team~s. In fact, 1 have not refused any
individual or party who applied for assis-
tance during the year, and if we had no
equipment available, I bought it, and then
also by arrangement with the Chamber of
lKfnes it has been possible to provide the
necessary tools and equip upwards of 50
parties. There is a difficulty, however, in
getting suitable prospectors, It would be
better for the State and the men themi-
selves if -we could turn out the 200 or
300 unemployed who are in the City and
make prospectors of them. Uiifnrtun-
ately, however, most of themn hare not had
previous experience, and they are not
suited for tile work. Moreover there is a
strong disinclination on their part to face
the hardships that surround that kind of
life. The timle is opportune for a revival
in prospecting, in that we bare had splen-
did rains all over the goldields, and con-
seqncntly there is abundance of feed and
water. Whilst we have big producing
mines we must recognise the fact that
month by month and year by year they
are getting nearer to the end of their lives
and whilst th ere will be mines going out
of existence each year, unless we replenish
the stock, as it -were, by bringing into
being new mines, the yield will diminish.
The first duty of the State is to provide
water supplies for prospectors and the
next is to provide crushing facilities. It
is also the duty of the State to lprorile
team.,, and outfits, and having done that,

it remains for prospectors with energy
and enterprise to do the rest, There has
been a considerable sum of money ex-
pended onl batteries in the way of making
improvements and bringing them up to
date. Soomething like V3,000 was spent
during the year. It is intended to erect
a new battery at 20-mile Sandy in the
North-West, because the old one is worn
out. New State batteries have been op-
ened at Ora Banda, Norseman, and Mount
Keith in the 'Murehison district, '30 miles
from Wiluna, The Ycrilla plant has been
rebuilt and at Boog-ardie the re-buitlingl
of the wvorn-out platit was comeneed. Tail-
ings treatment plants are a considerable
factor so far as the prosIce:tor is con-
cerned, and inuch meore so, as far as the
Government are concerned, because we
hare been paying irospecbors for the tail-
ings and wailing until we could recover
the gold onrselves, which in some cases
has been years afterwards. We hav,,
therefore, been justified in erecting these
plants. Tailings plants have been
erected at Norsernan, Coolgardie, 'Mount
Keith,' Quinn's, Bamboo Creek, Black
Range and Menzies, and a shitnes
plant is being erected at Wiluina.
This is in the nature of an experiment so
far as the department is concerned, and
it is an experiment which I think will be
amply justified. The Wiluina district is
one of the oldest of the out-back dis-
tricts in the State. It has been in exist-
ence for about 20 years. There are
large ore bodies, perhaps the largest in
the State, and they axe of zood values,
in many cases upwards of anl ounce. Un1-
fortunately, they have struck meta llur-
gical difficulties and they arc not able to
extract the ore. A considerable suim of
money has been expended in the effort
to solve the problem.- and if success
should follow the efforts, the district
should easily carry a population of be-
tween 5,000 and 6,000 men.

Air. Foley: They can treat it on a
small scale.

The MINISTER FOR MNINES: The
result is that all the batteries which were
operating there have been closed down,
and during the pakt twelte months prac-
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tically the only battery at work there
was that belonging to the State. The
department is erecting a shines plant
at Wiluna. at a cost of probably £10,000.
It meant that or else standing by and
allowing the district to go out of exist-
ence. Even if we do not entirely succeed,
so long as there is life in the district and
so loin, as operations are being carried
on, there is always a possibility of the
problem being tackled and solved. The
Superin ten dent of Batteries, a man who
knows his business and who is as capable
a, metallurgist as there is in the State, is
confident that he will be able to make a
success of it. Anlyhow we can only wait
and see. If that is so, then there is un-
doubtedly mnany years of life ahead of
Wiluna. Another feature of the assist-
ance to prospectors is the work of the
geological staff. Increased so.Tme years
ago, the staff has been continuously em-
ployed during the year. A complete de-
tailed survey of the Meekatharra distriet
was finished just prior to Christmnas, and
I believe the results, when published,
will make an important contribution to
the geological and mineral knowledge of
the State. Also surveys and investiga-
tions have been going on in Kalgoorlie
and other districts, and an otficer of the
survey department has been employed
nearly tile whole of the year in the
South-West and other parts of the State
investigating our lime and phosphate
deposits. That is a State enterprise
whichi awaits otir attention. The School
of M1.ines in Kalgoorlie has been work-
ing steadily. Thle fees for tuition were
abolished e arly in 1914, and this led to
an increase in the number Of Students.
It tins been admitted by those competent
to offer aln opittion, namely thle mnine
managers of Kalgoorlie and Boulder,
that the Kalgoorlie School of Mines is
one of the best equippEA in tine Common-
wealth. It is also to its credit that some
of tile ex-students are occupying respon-
sible positions in practically every' min-
ing country in the world. In Mexico,
Aimerica. .. Burmah, and other countries,
ex-students of the Kalgoorlie School of
Mines are to he found holding high
positions. The school is, after all, a very

important factor in tine future life of
our industry. It costs the State only a
fewv thousand pounds a year, and it is
training ouir young mien to grapple with
the manny problems inevitably to be en-
countered in the successful carrying on
of milling, operations. Another phase of
the industry to which I wish to refer has
to do with the men responsible for the
production of the gold, the men who are
carrying the actual burdeir of tine induts-
try from day to day. The position of
those men, particularly in the bigger
centres, is becoming more dangerous and
more health-breaking as the years go by.
In the early days of the industry, when
they were working at practically shallow
levels, the conditions were, comipara-
tively' speaking, healthy enough; but to-
day, when we are down to 3,OO0ft., hon.
members can imagine the conditions of
life below ground. The problems of ven-
tilation and dust are ever increasing
in perplexity. To the end of improving
the conditions, as far as may be, I have
appointed additional inspectors d uri niv
the past year or two. That was ahiso-
lutely e ssentiall in order to ensuLre dine
observance of the regulations. .1 regret
to say that the great wealth produced by
the industry has been won tit thne expense
of tine health and lives of some of our-
best men. We have now nearing comuple-
tion a sanatoriunm at W%~oroloo costing
£70,000 to £80,000. That institution will
be filled immediately it is available
for patients. Of course it will not
be restricted to those affected by'
miners' phthijsis, but nevertheless tile
great majority of the sufferers to be ac-
counmodated in thle institution wvill be
composed of men who ought to be in thle
prime of life, but who have spent their
last few yeats working undergiound in
the deep mines of Kalgoorlie and Botil-
der. One has only to go down any street
in either or those towns to see mien of 35
and 40 years of age with the spectre of
the grave in their faces as the result of
ill-ventilation and dust underground. It
is the duty of Parliamnent not to lose sight
of the welfare of thosEe men carrying onl
the industry. I have endeavoured to do
all that is possible under the existing-
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Act; but whilst that Act may have been
in some degree adequate to meet the re-
quirements in 1906, it certainly does not
meet the altered conditions in our mines
to-day. Every year has its toll of fatal
accidents, but in this respect I am
pleased to say that, last year and in the
previous year, thie total was the lowest
in the history of the industry. 26 being
the number of fatalities in each of those
two years. That result has been in some
degree due to the rig-id inspection insisted
upon, and it is my intention to maintain
the strictness of that inspection, so that
the conditions of life endured by those
carrying on the industry may be rendered
as light as possible. The very nature of
the orecupa lion prev'en ts the conditions,
being raised to the ideal, but nevertheless
we may minimise the risk of accident as
far as we are ahie. Unfortnnately. while
the list of fatal accidents shows a mate-
rial decrease, the tally of serious acci-
dents has increased. f have little further
to add. The mining industry has pursued
the even tenor of its wvay, unaffected by
either war or drought and still employing
the same number of men as it euiployedl
lprior to these visitations from which we
are suffering. The industry directly em-
ploys some 13.000 men and, of eourse,
pro vides indirect employment for thous-
ands more. The conditions set up by
wvar and drought have served to bring
home to us the value of the mining in-
dustry to the State. At a time when
capital and hard cash have been scarce
the industry' , week after week and month
after month, has put into circulation
large sums of ready cash, money which
does not reinain on the goldfields, but
which filters through all the avenues of
trade and commerce to every corner of
the State. In wages alone the industry
is paying some C200.060 per month, or
say £E2,500,000 a year. That is the value
of the mining industry to the State at
the present time. I purposely omit re-
ference to dividends, because most of the
money so distributed goes out of the
State.

Mr. Allen: - Most of the capital by
which the mines were developed caine
from without the State.

The 11INISTER FOR MINES:- Yes,
practically the whole of it, if we ex-

celpt M.eekalharra and (o11 or two other
districts-. Bit the fact remains that
through these trying times the industry
is, putting- into) circulation hard cash at
the rate ot 2'>, million.- a year. What
I iiitilititiii would the State he in to-day
wit bout that industry? I am not refer-
riz~ to this in any boastful spirit, nor do
I wi~li to make coinparisoiis between the
milling industryand the agricultural in-
lrstr v, Onu liluerotus occasions I have

taken sonic of our goldfield-, critics to
task for the statement that the Govern-
ment were giviog trio much coiisideration
to the ag-ricultural industry. I have pub-
lielv stated on the goldfields that the
agri(iiltural industry is essential to the
welfare of mining, aind that ruining is
likewise essential to thie welfare of agri-
Culture. To set up the value of' the one
against that of the other would he a
pettifogging , miserable attitude to adopt.
Especially iii times like these do we re-
quire to recogisie the value to the State
of all industries, That has not been re-
cgnised in s;ome quarters, in the coastal

districts. This has not been due to the
fact that a section of the coastal people
have been biassed or pr'ejud iced or have
desired not to recognise it, hut to a want
of knowledge and information regarding
the industry.

Mr. Foley: There has; been a want of
sympathy on the part of some legislators.

The INISTER FOR MINES: That
is confined to individuals, and does not
extend to any considerable section of the
communnity, but we may be thankful at
this juncture that we posses:s the richest
mile of auriferons country. and that we
are producing 51 per eent. of the total
gold yield of the whole of Australasia.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [o.46]: It
was very refreshing to hear from the
Minister that we have one industry
which has not been seriously affected by
drought or war. I regret that the, vote
this year shows a net decrease of £7,275.
If money can be spent in a direction
which will produce wealth, we should be
willing to provide it. I -was pleased to
hear the M1inisterjs remarks as to his
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willingness to assist prospectors so far
as he could by providing camel teams
and equipment. Although I am opposed
to the idea of members crying out for
the exercise of economy and yet asking
for expenditure in their own constituen-
eies, I would like to draw attention to
the new mining district of Weston's,
which is desering of consideration. If
by providing water supplies and grant-
iug certain concesions we can increase
prospecting and bring into existence new
wines and possibly new mining fields, it
-will redound to the advantage of the
State. It is gratifying that such a large
number o? mnen. are engaged in the in-
dustry and that their wages reach the
magnificent sum of 21/ millions per an-
num. The mining industry is undoubt-
edly a great producer of wealth to this
State. Equally refreshing with the Mlin-
ister's remarks should be the comments
I have made, coming as they do from the
representative of -what is chiefly an agri-
cultural constituency.

11r. HUDSON (Yilgarn) [9.481-: The
Minister has dealt so exhaustively with
the mining industry that little remains
to be said. I congratulate him upon the
spirit he adopted; it was pleasing to
hear such a cheerful note in regard to
one of the big industries of this State. I
would not have spoken were it not for
the fact that the MI~inister has dealt with
one or two inatters which affect my con-
stituency and which perhaps require
some elucidation- I do not think the
Mrinister desired to depreeiate the Bull-
finch district,' but somne of his remarks.,
in this connection might have been mis-
understood. He referred to the boom of
a few years ago, and remarked that it
had had a detrimental effect on the
industry. On reflection, I think he will
not wish that such an impreszsion should
be conveyed to the public, because, al-
though a number of people who were not
genuine prospectors were attached to the
district and took up block claims in the
hope that the work would he done by
other people and that they would be-
come rich quickly, the influx included
many genuine prospectors who took a
real interest in the district, and this led

to the discovery of mines which are now
large producers. Two of them are the
Edna May and] Weston's. The dividends
which have resulted, apart from the pro-
duetion of gold mentioned by the Min-
ister, hare amounted to several hundred
thousand pounds. Another matter to
which I wish to refer is that of State
batteries. Although Yilgarn is the oldet
gold mining field in Western Australi,
there is not at present, nor has there
heen for many years, a State battery in
the district, Applications have been
made-and attention was directed to the
the fact by my questions yesterday-for
the establishment of State mills at both
ends of the field. The M~anxman district
and south of Parker's Range, both very
old centres which have been prospected
and liars shown good results, are deserv-
ing of the 11iniater's consideration. I
would impress upon him the necessity for
following tip what he said in laudation of
the system of State batteries by ref rain-
ing from dealing with subsidised mills.
They hare been an unending source of
annoyance to prospectors. They ay have
served good purposes in tilaes bat in
my experience they have not been a
success. In the neighbourhoods I have
mentioned, whilst there is no desire to iii-
crease the expenditure of the State to a
great extent, it is hoped that the Minister
will show sonic consideration because I
believe if State batteries were erected
there they would prove profitahle. The
Minister dealt somewhat exhaustively
with the subject of geological surveys. I
have a complaint to make because I con-
sider there has been an inordinate delay
in the completion of somne of these sur-
reys, aind after t heir completion, in the
distribution of the knowledge amongst
those interested in the industry. Bulletins
are published and they generally make a
somewhat belated appearance, hut the
prospector is charged for them. fn con-
neclion with the agricultural industry-
and I have no hes;itation in making an
invidious comparison - literature is
spread broadcast without cost to the in-
dividual tn further the development of
our agricuiltural resources, and the Mines
'Department mighit well consider the
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question of similarly distributing litera-
ture for the advancement of mining. The
revenue from this source to the Mines
Department amounts to only about £100,
and it is not much to ask of the Govern-
ment that they should forego the receipt
of this amount and expend something
further in the dissemnation of informa-
tion to those interested in mining, and in
saving expense to those desirous of fur-
thering the development of the industry.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [90-54]
I am pleased at the opportunity to
say a few words on the Mines Estimates.
1 will not presume to criticise in any
way the admininstration of the Minister.
Being out of touch with the industry,
and the administration, it would be
presumption on my part to assume the
role of critic. On the other hand, as
far as I can gather. the position on the
goldfields at present is Satisfactory.
Years ago I spent three of perhaps the
pleasantest years of my life-a& period
when I worked perhaps harder than
ever before or since-in administering
tho bffsirs of this department, and
that time was the most interesting i n
the history of the department. I -Iso
look hack with pleasure to my association
with the people on the goldfields. They
received me as a stranger and I became
a friend, and even to-day many of the
men engaged in mining at that time
greet me with pleasure. For this reason
it is always gratifying to learn that the
industry is in a satisfactory condition.
No one more than myself realises what
an advantage mining has been to Western
Australia. This State rose, as it were
in a night from a position almost un-
knon in the world to one of universal
fame. For this mining was responsible,
and those people engaged in other in-
dustries should recogiise the fact.
Everything that can be done ought to
be done to advance the industry in the
interests of the State. It was pleasing
to hear the remarks of the 11inister
in connection with the battery system,
because I turned on the first stampers
at Mulline.

The Minister for Mines : They are
still going.

Hon. H. B3. LEFROY:- The Minister
spoke in high terms of the School of
M1ines at Kalgoorlie, and it might not
be generally known that it was I who
Started that School. The Minister has
done well to direct attention to the
matter of prospocting. At no period in
the history of Western Australia haa
there been such an opportunity for
prospectors as there is at present. There
is water everywhere throughout the,
length and breadth of the goldfields,
and I fully believe the time will comer
when big discoveries equalling some
of those of the past will be made. I
cannot credit that in the whole of our
enormous belt of auriferous country,
1,000 miles in length, there is onl1y one
'Kalgoorlie. The State will do well to
encourage prospecting in every posssible
Way. At the same time, I know that
the Minister has difficulties to contend
with. It is not wise to equip every
party who may approach the Minister
to go out prospecting. Some men would
undertake it simply as a picnic, and the
Minister and his staff have to be careful
to discriminate between bona-fide pros-
specters and others. The 'Minister has
a staff quite capable of aiding him to
sift out those most deserving of assist-
ance. Money could not be better spen~t
than in assisting prospectors, and I am
glad the Minister is giving all possible;
help in this direction. There is one
matter in connection with the northern
goldields to which I desire to refer.
Some time ago the people of the Mur-
chison were led to believe that the
M1ullewa-Wongan railway would shortly
be opened to traffic. I hope that the
line will shortly be opened in the interests,
net only of the miners, but of the agricul-
turists. along that line. It would be of
considerable advantage to the gold fields,
and I trust the Minister will do all he
can to urge on his colleague the need
for handing over this line to the Working
Railways as soonl as possible. I have
in my time dilated, not only in this
State, but also in the old country, on
the wonderful auriferous country we
have in Western Australia. I never
lest an opportunity of letting the country
know what a wonderful stretch of auri-
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ferous country we have here, and of
the wonderful field this State offers for
the investment of capital. I hope the
Government, whilst keeping in mind
the protection of the men working in
the mines, wvill recognise that nothing
should be done to discourage capital from
coming to Western Australia to engage
in the mining industry. On the other
hand everything possible should be done
to encourage those prepared to put
money in the mining industry and thus
assist in the development of our great
mining deposits. I congratulate Wdstern
Australia on the position of the mining
industry. It is the one bright spot
at the present time. All must recognise
what this State owes to the mining
industry, which is now carrying us over
a very difficult period. I have risen
merely to show Ministers and hion.
members opposite that their constituen-
cies for which I worked for many years
have still my sympathy, and that I
rejoice with them in their successes and
grieve with them in any losses they
mnay have had.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [ 10 - 51
There is very little left for me to say with
reference to the mining industry further
than that I am pleased to know from
the Minister that, although not on
these Estimates, provision is being
made, I suppose on the Loan Estimates,
to assist mining development. There
has not been a season on the goldfields for
the past 14 years in which the outlook
for prospecting has been more cheerful.
Unless something is unearthed in the
way of a new field during the coming
winter memubers will not be able to
speak in the same glowing terms as they
do ta-night of the condition of the
mining industry. I hope that the proper
type of prospectors will be equipped
and enabled to go out in March or
April. Because of the season pros-
pectors will be able this year to go to
districts which it has net been possible
to prospect except with the aid of camels
during the past 10 or 12 years. But the
Minister must exercise care in equipping
prospectors. No doubt a large number
of people will desire to go prospecting
who have no knowledge at all of the

business, They may have some know.
ledge of mining, but not of prospecting;,
they will be recommended by mine
managers, or shareholders in a mnining
concern, or persons on the staff of one
of the large mines to go prospecting.
It is; quite possible that that type of
man is net at all suitable for prospecting.
Many mine managers know absolutely
nothing of prospecting; they know
how to develop a mine, but if they were
sent out prospecting they would be
hopeless unless they dropped across an
outcrop with the gold showing. Men
have come to me asking that I re-
commend them to obtain a turnout,
and have shown me letters from mining
inspectors. Those inspectors know no-
thing about prospecting, but the paper
on which their recommendations are
written would convey the impression
that they are qualified to make the
recommendation. I hope that before,
October or November next there will
be in operation a wisely thought out
system of assistance to prospectore.
There will be no need to use camels.
Prospectors will be able to go out with
a spring cart, a couple of horses, a hundred
gallon tank and a saddle and bridle. The
Minister has expressed himself as pre-
pared to equip prospectors, but his
difficulty -will be to get suitable men ;
he will have to exercise great care in
his selection of the men- The average
ma now thinks that because he goes
70 or 80 miles on a rail-way he is in the
Never-Never country. The old type
of prospector has passed out. Unfor-
tunately for him, 10 or 12 years ago
when prospecting was on the wane he
was driven into places -where mines
were being worked by wages men. He
had never worked underground, was
weary and careworn in appearance and
he found younger, stronger and burlier
men in employment, and lie had to pass
on. I do not know where the old
prospectors have gone, but four or five
whom I knew many years ago have,
during the past three years, passed out
through the sanatorium at West Subiaco.
I hope that this year we are going to
open up more new country, and to this
end I want to see the mining vote spent
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in such a manner as will give good
results. The Minister referred to the
land ]teld by private persons at North-
ampton and to the consequent difficulty
of prospecting being carried out in
that district. It would be wise if, during
the recess, the Minister took into con-
sideration the advisability of bringing
before the House next session an. amend-
ment of the Mining on Private Property
Act. So far as the management of the
State batteries is concerned, I have
had letters from my own, electors finding
fault with the battery system. No
doubt in some cases mistakes have been
made, but when the complaints have
beern brought before tile superintenadent
of batteries, and we have gone into the
subject, it frequently happens that the
complaint will net stand the analysis
of the superintendenit. To a certain
extent I think the Goverinnent does
harass prospectors in the matter of
rebate for cartage. I think the Govern.
ment have been somewhat hard- on that
point in recent years. We are not
treating hal the quantity of stone we
were treating ten or eleven years ago with
all the increased number of batteries.
T think we have more batteries in the
State to-day than wre ever had, and yet
we are only crushing what I understand
is a little inore than half the quantity
of stone. It is unkfair to take aL mine
where perhaps a ten, twenty, or thirty
head stamp battery is gning continuiously
with only a clean-tip once a. month, and
compare this with the coat of crushing
at a State battery where there is a
clean-up three or four times a week and
where it is often lying idle for three or
four months of the year. The pros-
pector% should be enabled to get a greater
return from their labours by -cheaper
cost of crushing. There is another
matter with which I should like to deal-
In the old days, and until two and a
half years ago, the Mines Water Supply
was under thle control of the Mines
Department and an enigitieer, Mr. O'Brien,
was in charge. Since thle re-wrganisation
of the Metropolitan Water l upply and
sewerage scheme the whole of the wator
supply in the State has comne under
that system. It is rather pleasing to

note that the Department is now ad-
ministered by the 'Minister for Mines,
and I think the Minister will agree with
me that so far as thle mines water scheme
is concerned, it should be under the
c ontrol of the Mines Department, That
department knows exactly what diffi-
culities have to bo contended with in
mining centres. The officials there know
every well, and every tank, and every
condenser which has been put up ever
since there has been a mines department
in the State. -Mr, O'Brien, for instance,
has all the information necessary, as
well "as map showing every well anld
every tank that has been constructed
wider his supervision. The 'Minister,
too, has an opportunity of knowing the
value of the water supply Deupartinent.
The one water supply sy)temn is a more
paying proposition than the other. The
Water Supply and Sewerage flepartment
should be a paying concern. Whilst
the M3ines Water Supply for theo develop-
meat of the goldields my not he a
paying concern of itself, it is a paying
concern for the State, because it is the
means of openiing up mining centres
and developing the mining industry,
and assisting the prospector. I hope the
Minister with all his experience will go
into the matter. He will, T am sure,
see the necessity of shifting the Mines
Water Supply back to thle Mines Depart-
ment, and of its being controlled by
himself irrespective of whether he is
controlling the 'Metropolitan Sewerage
and Water Supply system or not. Hav-
ing represented a district where water
supply is required by the Mines Water
Supply Dopartment, I fully realise tile
difficulty of obtaining conditions that
are suitable since the amalgamation of
these departments,.

M1r. Foley : You arc voicing thle
opinion of every goldfields member.

Mr. TAYLOR : I know I san voicing
the opinion of the goldfields people
generally. I hope the Minister will
go into that aspect of the question and
that whilst he is administering both
departments we shall not have as much
chafing as we have had in the past.
If the 'Water Supply Department is
removed from the administration of
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the Minister for- Mines and placed
under the Works or Lands Departments
or elsewhere, we shall hare that difficulty
which we have encountered during the
last two or three years. Anything I can
do to move the Water Supply back to
the Mines Department I will do.
1 congratulate the Minister upon the
clear manner in which he placed the
estimates of the Mines Department
before the Committee.

Mr. M1JNSIE (Hanrians) (10-20]: I
think it is desirable that I should have
a word or two to say upon the Estimates
generally. I was very pleased with the
splendid introductory remarks of the
Minister controlling the department and
with the lucid manner in which he
explained the various branches of it.
In the past when mining has been
brought up in the House memnbers have
been asked to suggest some proposals
whereby assistance could be rendered to
the mining industry. There are several
matters which I intend to bring under
the notice of the Minister and which I
consider will prove of ben~efit to this
indlustry. Mining has done much for
the development of Western Australia,
but I am sorry to say it has done this by
taking a terrible toll of human life.
I congratulate the Gov erniment on their
efforts in regard to the miners' relief
fund, and I hope that these will bear
fruit. I know that these are times
when members should not speak upon any
subject that will mean expenditure of
money. For all that, I realise that
the Minister for Mines might do some
things which would greatly assist the
miner, and the prospector in particular.
When a prospector takes up a lease the
Government could well take into con-
sideration the question of reducing the
rent to not more than 5s. per acre until
it has been proved to be payable to
the prospector. In new country under
our Mining Act a prospector can take
up and prospect an area which does not
cost anything at all ; but there are many
places where the prospector cannot get
a prospecting area and has practically
to take over a lese which, if it is an
abandoned lease, to all intents and
purposes means that lie has to prospect

over it. There areTmany' instances
where men take up leases which are
practically unpayable and have been
unpayable for many. years . . . ...

Ifr. Foley : They must have been
abandoned before anyone else could
make application for them ......

Mr. 1MW'NSIE:- Probably that is so.
I knew of instances in which leases have
been held an-d the prospectors have
applied for their forfeiture. In some
instances they have not succeeded, but
in other cases they haye succeeded and
have been compelled to take up the
lease, and have probably been compelled
to work for a year without getting any
results. Where a, man takes up a lease
practically for the purpose of pros-
pecting it, and does not take iteon tribute,
he should hare an opportunity of getting
the lease at a reduced rent. We have
instances where men have battled on
the goldflelds, and been placed in the
position that they have not been able
to pay the rents of their leases They
have made application to have the
rents deferred and these in many cases
have been granted. But in every in-
stance where the rent has teen deferred,
the Government have fined the applicants
for not paying up at the ordinary time.
This is a system which the Minister might
look into and abolish. *If the Govern-
ment are prepared to forego the pay-
ment of rent for any given period they
should not at the same time fine a man
for not paying at the right date. I now
come to the question of leases over which
liens are held by the Government, and
upon which advances have been made
to the previous holders. I know this is
a big question and that the 'Minister has
dealt exhaustively with it. From a
report I have had in connection with
his attitude on that subject in the
Ceolgardie district 1 am of opinion that
he has given reasonable terms. There
are many leases in Western Australia
which legitimate prospectors and capable
miners are prepared to take on, but not
under the conditions that did prevail
with regard to the liens held by the
Government which had advanced money
to someon~e else. I here the Minister
will endeavour as far as possible to go
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into this matter, and advance money
on these leases, under the same con-
ditions; as pertained in the Coolgardie
district. I realise what Coolgardie has
done for Western Australia and what
possibilities it still has. There are one
or two other suggestions I would like
to make. One is in connection with
the matter mentioned by the hon.
member for Yilgarn with regard to
subsidised batteries. In the interests
of prospectors gernerally and of the
mining industry, I think that on every
occasion on which the Government sees
fit to subsidiso batteries, they should only
do so in the case of those whose ow-ners
are prepared to crushil en State battery,
terms. If that were done mainy of
the complaints heard to-day regarding
subsidiged batteries would he silenced.
Another aspect of the matter which
the Minister mnay not care to consider,
but which in the interests of the industry
and of the prospector should receive
attention, is the percentage of extraction
in respect of tailings at State batteries.
The Government pay only over 3dwts.,
and they guarantee an extraction of
only 75 per cent. They can, hon-ever,
get their sand treated for the actual
amount they stop from the prospector
in gold ; and, further, in 99 oas.es out
of 100, they secure a large extraction
than 75 per Cent. The extraction
guaranteed should, in my opinion, be
increased to 85 per cent.

Mr. Foley: The Government would
not get 85 per Cent. out of a gr-eat deal.

Mr. MVUNSIB : The average they
are getting to-day is 90 per cent.,,
consider.

Mr. Foley: I thought so once, but
I do not think so now.

M r. MIUNSIE - I think that is so,
especially in districts where there are
free milling oxidised ores. 1 trust that
when the Loan Estimates are brought
-down we shall not find a reduction in the
Mines Dev-elopment Vote, but rather,
in the interests of the industry, an
increafse. Never in the history of the
State did a tetter opportunity than that
offering to-day present itself for assisting
the prospector.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) 110,35];
Icommon with members who have

spoken this evening, I am pleased
with the statement of the Minister for
Mines. We have latterly had a unique
opportunity of gauging the value of the
gold mining industry to Western Aus-
tralia. Timber, pearl shelling, and wheat
growing, unfortunately, have in this
particular year failed absolutely ;and
yet, notwithstanding those failures, times
are almost normal, which is due entirely
to the flourishing state of our gold
mining industry. The statements of
Mr. Lloyd George reported a day or
two ago clearly show bowr much the
gold mining industry means not only
to Western Australia but to the British
Empire as a whole. The Chiancellor
of the Exchequer pointed out that
British gold accumulations were now
the largest in the country's history, and
that the great gold reserv-es of France
and Russia had been barely touched
since the outbreak of the war. That
statement affords a clear indication that
the final result of the terrible struggle
will depend not so much on the number
of combatants either side can bring to
bear, as on the quantity of gold that
can be accumulated by the nations
engaged. Mr, Llo)-d George proceeded
to state that the collapse of the rebellion
in South Africa had ensured a large
and steady supply of gold ; and hie said
it had teen arranged at the conference
between the Finance Ministers of the
Allies that the French and Russian
bankers should assist if the British
stock of gold fell below a certain point.
This, again, clearly proves that in the
present world struggle our very existence
depends upon the gold mines within the
confines of the British Empire. With
regard to prospecting, I do not alto-
gether agree with the member for Mount
Margaret (Mr. Taylor) in his inferential
statement that the boys of the old
brigade have passed away and that
there is no one to take their place to-day-
The fact must not be lost sight of that
it is now, and has been for a good many
years, almost impossible for a6 prospector
from outback to sell his show. The
reason is not, as hon. members opposite
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frequently aver, that capital has been
driven out of the country, but that
the combination of forces known as the
London stock exchange has not made
Western Australian gold mining stocks
fashionable for a good many years, pro-
ferring to dabble in South African and
West African stocks. However, the
vagaries of the London Stock Exchange
are inexplicable. Investors invest in
whatever country happens to be fashion-
able for the moment, irrespective of
what its flag may be. Let us hope the
wheael of fortune may speedily take a
favourable turn for Western Australian
mining ar d bring furwther capital into this
coountry. Great gold mines yet remain
to be discovered here, and it is simply
raising a bogey to say that they remain
undiscovered because the humanitarian
Government in power insist upon fair
living and fair working conditions for
the minor. I was glad to hear the
Minister state that the department have
not refused any genuine application for
camels to assist in prospecting. That
fact is not generally known. I myself
have had to accompany one or two
genuine prospectors to the department
because they experienced difficulty in
obtaining assistance. I recognise, how-
ever, that the cash nexus has to be
considered, expeciay in present cir-
cumnstances. Nevertheless, I say that
if ever in the history of this State there
was a favourable opportunity for assisting
prospectors, it presents itself in this
year of 1015, when there has been a fair
season in the outback mining districts.
I trust every help will be given by
the M1inister to parties of that kind. I
recognise the 'Minister is sympathetic as
far as the industry is concerned. The
fact that there is £7,009 -less on the
Estimates for the development of mining
than last year is to be regretted, but
I am satisfied that the fault cannot be
laid at the door of the MNinister. I
believe that the Minister has ageed that
there should be a systematic geological
survey, but this should be carried out
on the lines adopted in the United States.
There the policy is being pursued whereby
the whole of that country has been
mapped gut and surveyed, and full

reports have been furnished for the
information of prospectors. The Min-
ister is fully seized with the necessity
for having this done ini Western Australia,
but unfortunately the question of ex-
pense arises at the present time.

31r. Foley: The country is being
surveyed now.

Mr. GREEN: But at what rate ?
To make a systematic survey of our
vast auriferous areas, say from Norsman
to Kimberley, leaving out a few blank
spaces in between, would occupy, at
the present rate of progress, at least
250 years. We should therefore be
leaving something to posterity. There
is another matter that should be dealt
with if we had the funds, and that is
deep boring. The north end of the
K~algoorlie field, as the Minister knows,
has been turning out very welL, and there.
is every reason to suppose that deep
boring instituted there on the advice
of the responsible officers of the de-
partment would be of immense service
to the district. It could also be carried
out in other parts of the State, where
once prosperous mining shows have
sunk into oblivion, and which, in the
natural order of events, must have many
places below where gold can yet be
found ink quantities. 'When Dr. Maclaren,
,the eminent geologist, was hi Kalgoorlie,
I called upon him and questioned him
in regard to deep boring. He told -me
that hie was strongly in favour of deep
boring being pursued in certain circum-
stances.- The fact that such an author-
ity as Mrf. Hamilton, the manager of
the Great Boulder, has bored over a
distance of nine niles in that mine, is;
proof that the system is good. I admit
that in some instances an indication is
not given of what lies in any particular
direction but in the aggregate it is a fair
test. The question of the miners' relief
fund has been brought forward, and I am
pleased that the Minister- has seen fit
to give definite shape to the scheme
whereby the poor fellows who are
forced to leave the industry through
ill health will be attended to. There is
one phase, however, that always pre-
sents itself to the goldfields member; and
which causes us considerable worry
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and sorrow, and it is, as the Minister
has pointed out, that in going through
the streets of Kalgoorlie and Boulder
and other mining towns, we continually
meet men of magnificent physique who
are being eaten up by miner's phthisis.
We feel satisfied that if the Mines
Regulation Bill which was presented to
this House by the Government, had
passed another place, a good deal of
suffering would have been obviated.
With such examples of suffering con-
tinually before us, we will be lacking
in our duty if we do not emphasise the
great danger by which we are surrounded.
It is not too much to ask that these
fellows who go down in mines should
have a, chance of preserving their health,
by working under safer conditions than
those which exist to-day. I trust the
new Mines Regulation. Bill will be sub-
mitted again next session, and that
another place will be induced to view
it apart from party spirit. It would
not matter if they turned down all
ether Labour legislation, so long as
they allowed us to carry through pro-
visions for the betterment of the con-
ditions of the miners underground. We
talk about the bravery of the battle-
field, but it is nothing to the quiet
courage displayed by the men who go
into the bowels of the earth, and it
is our duty to save them from disease
and death. What strikes a visitor
to the goldflelds is the entire absence
of elderly men. These men are not
even in the towns. That reminds me of
something that was once written by
that voluminous, although not always
correct writer, Foster Fraser. in
" America, at Work " he described having
visited steel mills, and having been
shown the lightning pace at which the
different employees were working, he
noticed that they were all young men,
and he inquired of the foreman as to
where the old men were. The foreman
evaded the question ; then presently
he said, "Let us take a car and go
to the cemetery." That is the position
en the fields--the pioneers have all
gene to the cemetery.

Mr. Foley: Bien just as good are
left.

Mr. GREEN: Yes, but they are in
danger of being overtaken by the disease,
and it is for those men I am pleading
to-night.

31r. GRIFFITHS (York) (10-51J: As
an agricultural representative I would
like to express my sympathy with
those engaged in the mining industry.
In1 1895 I was in Dundas, whence I went
to Norsemnan, Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie,
and Broad Arrow until, in 1904-, 1 left
the fields altogether. Consequently I
have a great deal of sympathy with the
mnen. in the industry, and I do not like
my friends opposite to be continually
declaring that we on this side have no
such sympathy. I was surprised to
hear from the Minister how small has
been the loss on the State batteries-
When we consider the benefits derived
from those mills the loss is a mere
bagatelle. I appreciated the remarks
of the Minister in regard to the good
work accomplished by the batteries.
Since the outbreak of the war the
mining industry has been of enhanced
value to the State, inasmuch as it has
remained unaffected, employing the same
number of men and distributing a huge
sum of money in wages. I was pleased
to hear of what has been done and is
proposed to be done for our prospectors
in remote districts. lIt is scarcely neces-
sary for me to say that the numerous
sufferers from miner's phthisis have
a sincere sympathiser in me.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [10 -55]: Justly
enough, the Minister has been applauded
on the score, of what he has done for
prospecting. It is often urged that the
prospector should keep on going out
and out all the time. To my mind the
Minister, in this State at least, should
not exclusively consider that class of
prospector. We hear of what the early
prospectors did for the - industry, but
I maintain that we have equally good
men living to-day, men who are just
as capable of going out and looking
after themselves. In the early days
it was necessary to take black trackers
to find half the men who were out. It
is not the best bushman who makes
the best prospector. There are men
among the unemployed in Perth who,
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given an opportunity, would find their
-ay in the bush just a well as @an
men bred and borni there. Unfortunately
to one going out as an ordinary prospector
the knowledge gained in other States
or in developed mines is absolutely
useless. A man unarmed with special
knowledge would not know a gold
bearing lode if he saw it. The best
metallurgists have to go solely on
assay. The more scientific our pros-
pecting is, the better will be the result.
The class of prospecting I wish to see
encouraged is that which is carried out
in settled districts. The member for
North Perth (MTr. Smith) has stated there
are numnbers of shows only awaiting
the prospector, but when I asked him.
to point to a, half-ounce show lying
idle he could not do it. I do not
know even an Sdwt. shlow lying idle
at present. With the present facilities
and the low price of crushing, a man
has a bettor chance to-day than ever
before. If the Minister will consider
every case and facilitate the giving of
assistance he will do a great deal for
prospecting. I have always complained
that the Mlines Department is the
islon-est department in the State in
coming to a decision.

The Minister for Mines: That is
not correct.

31r. FOLEY: -it has been my exper-
ience. I ama not blaming the Minister.
When an application for assistance comes
in it has to go before the mining engineer,
-who thereulpon forwards to a remote
centre a form to be filled in by the
applicant.

The Minister for Mines: That is
the fault of the applicant ; because in
the first place he could have obtained
a form on the spot.

Mr. FOLEY: But the average pros-
pector does not carry all the knowledge
-required. If a man goes out-back pros-
pecting he has to carry all those papers
with him or else proceed to a mining
registrar to obtain them. He sends
his application for assistance to Perth
and he is told by the State Mining Engint-
eer to fill in the forms. These have to
be returned to the remote centre and
again sent to Perth and if it is decided to

entertain the claim an inspector is sent
out to inspect the mine. The inspector
might be'200 miles distant and the man
has to wait until the inspector goes on
his rounds and reports. Event then the
inspector has to forward his report to
Perth and not until then is a final
decision arrived at by the department.

Mr. Heibmanne: Who would inspect
it in the absence of the inspector ?

Mr. FOLEY: Other inspectors are
appointed at present.

Mlr. Heitmann: Then that removes
the ground for your complaint.

Mr. FOLEY: No, it does not. In
only a few districts is there more than
one inspector. When prospectors apply
for assistance under such conditions, they
have to wait a very long time for a
decision, though, when the case comes
before the Minister after having been
dealt with by the experts, there is
little delay. If the Mfinister insisted
upon a more expeditious system being
instituted, prospecting would improve.
Much assistance is at present required
to work old shows. Every member re-
presenting a mining district should keep
the departmenlt up to the promise made
by the Minister that where a genuine
case has been made out assistance will
be forthcoming. The Minister should
fully consider the requests received and
make every inquiry from the member
for the district as to the merits of any
particular show. There are many shows
which might be turned down but the
departmental officers have full scope to
make all necessary inquiries. T trust that
in future more will be dlone to assist the
men with old shows and that they
will not be forsaken in the interests of
the men whom the deffartment desire
to go further afield. I congratulate the
preseit Minister on having appointed
four of the best inspectors this State
has ever had. Members on\ this side
have argued that men with practical
knowledge should be appointed to those
positions. We have been ridiculed and
voted down ini both Houses, but when
the opportunity came, the present Min-
ister rose to the occasion by appointing
men who are a credit to themselves, to
this department and to the Minister.
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One of the most potent causes of miners,
troubles apart from the duet evil and
the want of ventilation is the size of
trucks which the men underground have
to push. When trucks containing ore
of over a ton weight have to be moved
from place to place on every shift, day
in and day out, I maintain it is work
for a horse and not for a man. The lives
of many men have been shorteneded
made a hell upon earth through them
straining themselves by pushing the big
trucks used underground. If the Minis-
ter can. find means under the Mines Regu-
lation Act to remedy this evil, I trust he
will do so. We have heard much about
assisting prospectors, and it has been
remarked that the class of men formerly
available are now no more. The Govern-
ment do a great deal to assist pros-
pectors, but private enterprise has not
done all it might have done. When the
prospector of 15 or 16 years ago bad been
out for six months and returned with
his tucker bag empty, no money in
his pocket and his credit gone, the
mine managers gave him employment to
enable him to earn some money with
which to go out prospecting again ; but
not so now. With the improved con-
ditions of mining and the labour saving
machinery now in use, men of the calibre
mentioned by the member for Mount
Margaret are turned down and the
reason, if any is given, is that their
methods are not up to date. There are
managers who give such men sympathetic
consideration every time, but the vast
majority of managers and underground
bosses tuirn them down though they
to a very great degree could assist
them. Regarding State batteries, having
a knowledge of what a. prospector has
to submit to, I maintain that the old
system of charges in vogue before 'Mr.
(;regory got the prospectors to agree
to a change ensured them a fairer deal than
they are getting un der thle present system.
The charges were framed on a sliding
scale and if ab man was working a show
far removed from a hattery, the battery
manager was given discretion to reduce
the charges to him. At present there is
a hard and fast regulation and a man
who is working a show from which he

gets 5 tone of 2oz. dirt in 12 months,
is taxed more heavily thau a man
getting 100 tons of l0dwt. staff.

[Mr. Holmazn resumed the Chair.]

11r. FOLEY: The man's industry is
being- taxed in every direction. The
sooner thle 'Minister takzes into co-1sidera-
tion, with his officers, the desirability of
reverting to the old systein of charges,
the better. The experiment of reducing
the crushing charges was. tried at
Coolgardie, and it has been the means
of increasing the amount of ore crushed
at that battery. Whether it has paid the
departstneuit or not, I do not know.

The Mlinister for Mlines: There hase
been a less of £60 in six months.

Mr. FOLEY: If that experiment has
been the means of opening up even one
low-grade show, then the loss has been
justified. I should like the Minister to
try this experiment in other districts, not
permanently, of course, When the Mini-
ster brought in this reduction of charge,
I thought it was intended to try it in' all!
districts, that after 12 mon ths in Cool-
gardie it would be tried elsewhere. 1
have no wish to boost my own district,
but if the experiment were tried there,
and in ether districts also, it would give
those districts the same chance as Cool-
gardie has lied of proving their worth in
low-grade propositions. When the Iiii-
ister was speaking he 7nade no0 mention of
the district 1 represent. He went ri~zht
up to Mlount Keith, to Mfeekatharra,
through Tonanimi to MIount Jackson, and
all over other fields. I am not complain-
illg about hlis faliln-c to miention myn elec-
torate, eram though it doeq contain the
deepest mine in the State. thie long!,est
lenDgth of reef worked in uny one minie,
buit there is the chanice of other inies ini
that district beiu~g opened lip. and I truist
the Minister will nut overlook any claims
coming from there. At Lawlers thle Mrin-
ister has taken action which will, I be-
lieve, mean the revival of TLawlers.. and f
trust the portions of my electorate fur-
ther south will he given similar ennsi-
deration act has been accorded that por-
tion, and also accorded to other dis-
tricts in the State.
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lion. J, D. CONNOLJLY (Perth)
111.16]: 1 do not intend to say very much
on this question. In the first place I wish
to congratulate the Mlinister on his ex-
platnatloit of the operations of the Mines
Department and of the mining industry
generally. I also wish to congratulate
Mr. Lefroy, who was the first M1inister
for \tines since Western Australia has
been a mining country of any note. We
have heard a great deal this evening
front Ministers and others as to what has
been done hy different 'Ministers for the
mining industry. In common with many
other members I lived for many years
onl the Eastern Goldfields, and have had
some experience of the pioneering days
there. There is one man's memory to
which I wish to draw the Minister's at-
tention. I refer to a man to whom the
gold mining industry of this State, and the
Mines Department, owe more, probably,
than to any other indiviuai, the late Mr.
J. M1. F'innerty, who "'as warden of the
Yilgarn and Coolgardie goldfields in the
early days. He had a difficult task to per-
forni and hie performed it wvell. I doubt if
any, man to-dlay enuld carry out the work
better. H~e passed away some time ago, I
believe in poor circumstances, and I
would like to ask the Mfinister if it is
his intention to in so~me way recognise
that man's memory and the good and]
faithful service he rendered the country.
I believe it is the intention of some of
the old golddeclds residents to do some-
thing in that direction, bat I think it is
due that the department or the Govern-
mnent should do something not only in re-
cognition of the stupendous work he did,
but of the honotirable and honest wvay hec
carried out his duties.

Mr. Allen: Recognition in what wayo9
Air. CONTYOLLY: By way of a mon-

ument or some other tribute to his muem-
ory. I know of no other man who had
greater temptations placed in7 his way
than he; and he came through the ordeal
with honour. He carried out his -work at
a minimum of cost to the country, and it
should he remembered that any neglect
of his duties might easily have landed
this country in a huge expenditure.
man to-day could carry out the work bet-
I do not think I would be doing .my duty

did I not place on record my opinion that
something should be done in memory of
the good and honoturable work carried
out by the late warden not only for the
g-oldfieLds, hut for the whole of the State.

V'ote Pu1.t and passed.
Votes-Ef'xplosives aned Andly~oal,

£195>' Geological Survey, U10,9 12; In-
NJ)Bc1?O# of 31achinery'o, £5,639; Mlining
School, 43%346; State Batteries, "-5,446;
Woods and Forests, C11,917-agreed to.

Mr. ALLEN: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put end a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes .. , . . . . 5
Noes 21

Mlajority against

Mr. Connolly
Mr. Mitchil
itr. Smith

Mr. Aniwin
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Carpenter
M r. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Foley
Mr. Green
Mr. Oriffitbe
Mr. HicknOt
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Mtefowati

16

Ayss.
M r. Thomson
Mr. Allen

(Tellers.

Mr. Muilany

Mir. O'LogbienMr. Seacidan.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Traylor

M r. Thomas
Mr. Underwood

IMr. Wansbrough
Mr. H-eitmnn

Motion thus negatived.
Department of W~ater Supply, Sewer-

age and Drainage (Hall. P. Collier,
Minister):

Vote-Mater Sup ply, Sewerage and
Drainage, £210,325--agreed to.

This completed the Estimates of the
Departments of )Lines-, and Water Suip-
ply. Sewerage and Drainage.

Department of Lands and Agriculture
(Hon. W. D. Johnson, M.%inister).

Vote-Lands and Surreys, £C65,4l&--
agreed to.

Vote-A-griculture generally, B10,672:
Item, Incidental; including postages,

stationery, advertising, fares and
freights, travelling expenses, head office
generally, etc., £2,300:

Mr. ALLEN: This itemn appears in all
departmuents, and I should like to have
some further information in regard to it.
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In this department the item is fairly
large, and I think we ought to be able to
cut it down. The amount represents an
expenditure of about £40 a week. What
do fares and freights mean" Suirely all
the officialls of the department who travel
are franked over the Government rail,
ways ?

The Premier: All passes provided for
officials are paid for under the incidental
item.

M1r, ALLEN: These itets run ito a
lot of money, and ni~dkc up probably
£100,000. They might he cut data by
half.

The PREMIER: The business trans-
aetions'of this department mean a heavy
expenditure on postage, whicht vannot be
avoided in the course of keeping in touch
with all our settlers. The clients of the
dei'arttnent cann~ot he expeeted to come
into the office to do their business, and
they therefore have to dto it through the
mnedium of the post, and replies to alt
these cormmications have to be sent out
by the department. The item also in-
etudes the travelling expenses; of officials.
For a big department like this, the item
is not a large one; in fact, considering-
the volume of business; which has to be
transacted it is rather small,

Mr. ALLEN: How much would post-
age under this itemu amount to?

The PREMIER: The hon. member can
obtain that information by moving for a
return, The derartments have the infor-
mation, but it is not available at the momi-
entl.

Mtr. ALLEN: All the "Incidental"
ite,'ns include postage. Could not (lie
Agr-icultural Department rail their letters
in bulk to the various land agents for dis-
tribution by hand?

The PREMITER: N'\o; because the land
a 2ent is stationed at thme centre of his;
district, anid his district may be, and gen-
erally is, of considerable extent.

Mr. ALLEN: The Government, if reatly
anxious to economise, could easily save
£100,000 on "Incidentals." Postages, in
particular, might be reduced considera-
bly.

The PREMIER: The hon. member's
snr-estion will be duty considered.

Mr. TAYLOR: According to the Pre-
mier's explanation, the Agricultural Dle-
partment are compelled to resort to the
undignified use of buggies. Why are they
excluded from the beneft of the Govern-
meat motor cars 7

Thme PREMIER: The Agricultural De-
partment use thie Government motor cams,
and pay for such use.

\?oie put and passed.
Votes -Developmen t of Wheat Belt,

.V6,390; Development of S'outh-lWest,
E6,035; Development of Fruit Industries,
C6,110; Grovernment Refrigerating Works,
Abautoirs, Sale Yards, and JHarkets,
tli,156-agrecd to.

Vote-Rabbits and V'ermin Boards,
f.15,341:

Item, Incidental, including TravellIing,
Puirchas-e of Live Stock, Water Supply,
Fodder, Maintenance of Fence, Plant,
H-epairs and Renewal of Plant, Build-
inss ete, £2,500:

Mr. ALLEN: In the ease of this. Vote,
tie incidental items represents a fairly
large proportion of the total expenditure.
Surely the Government, if really desirous
to economise, could reduce an item suchk
as this.

The PREY LER: Rabbits and vermin
boards operate in distant parts of the
State, and thie item, including as it does
a wide range of expenditure, is not ex-
cessive.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Stock, £65,037:
Item, Yandanooka estate, upkeep,

stock, plant, etc., including wvagezo,
£23,000:

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Is the Yauil-
anooka estate credited in respect of cattle
deplastured on it pending- slaughter for
the Governmnent meat stalls, or do the
meat stalls receive the benefit of such de-
pasturing free of charge?

The Premier: That is not correct.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Then, is the

Yandanooka estate credited?
The Premier: The interest on the pur-

chase price of the estate has been pro-
vided from the capital allotted to the
meat stalls.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The estate
was purchased for closer settlement pur-
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poses. 1Is the Government's intention to
utilise it simply as a butcher's paddock?,

The Premier: Whatever the original
purjpose ma 'y have been, the estate has,
fortunately, served the purpose of assist-
ing to coiilrol the price of pmeat for some
time past.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: That is a
question.

The Premier: No. It is admitted by
everybody.

Hlon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Are the Gov-
ernment's. pleuro cattle kept at Yanda-
nooka?

Item, Meat stall supplies-shipping.
etc., including wages, etc., £36,000:

Mr. ALLEN: I notice that a footnote
explains that the revenue anticipated
from the meat stalls is £C37,000. The
margin of possible profit of £.1,000 is very
matrrow. Will the Premier make some ex-
plaiaation?

The Premier: The balance sheet has
been produced here.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: Does the amount
cover dealings in stock?

The PREMIER: Although we antici-
pate making a small profit the meat stalls
were not established for that purpose.
The dealings in connection with the stock
are carried out by the Yandanooka Es-
tate.

Vote put and passed.
Vote - Agricultural Rank, £615,520 -

agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.48 p.m.

Thursday, 18th February, 1915.

Assent to BillM.............1808
Questions : Wbw'het Handling chlarge......1503

Derby Hospital...........1604
Rabbit Act, to amend..........1604
State Steamsilps, Auditor General's Repart i00l

Select Committee, whaling license 1605
Leave of absence...............1o
Bill: Vermin Jicards Act Amendment, Rtequest

for Conference...........1 606
Annual Estimates, votes an d Items3 discussed .. 1007

The SPEAIER took the (Chair at 4.30
p1.m1., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the follow-
ime Bills

1, Licensing Act Amendment Continu-
mire.

2, ChLurch of England Lands.
3, Loan Acts Amendment
4, Public Servants
5. Police Act Amendment.
6, Yiimiining-Kondinin Railway Ex-

tension.
T, Pinjurra-Dwvarda Railway Exten-

sIin.
8, K:atauiug-'Nyabing Railway Ex-

tension.
.1, BoYanup-Busselton Ratilway Exten-

Sion.
10. Naval and Military Abse~ntees'

Reli.
11, Supply (No. 2), £C488,270.
12, 31 t n i e i p) a I Corporations Act

Amendment.
13, Blackboy and Zan'ia Palm License.
14. Control of Trade in War Time

Act Amendment.
15, State Children Act Amendment.
16, Coal Mfines Regulation Act

Amendment.
17. Midland Jutnction Trades Hall.

QUESTION-WHEAT HANDLING
CHEAJRGE.

Mr. WVANSBROIJGH asked the Pre-
mier: 1. Is it a fact that 4d. handling
charge is being imposed upon wheat sold
for seed, as between farmer and farmaer,
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